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Hig UATE Hoa genta fiw et ASH 2 SeaG HA 1780 4 deaes feu 
Trent | Gat et wa at & at neeteat aH aa Ss fuer & at Ages HoT fA AT 
mA ST ddl | ud fas ettosia S Hae At, fantdt nye nny at wee Sar are ua 
Aret dt wa feud “SHS © fans U ae Ga ay fan 4 usr aot At fa Ase 
fo wat ot fend & faacg dT ate na fer fenrat @ Get fess aot At, ua fue 
Hat ae ae aruba Sabet SS a west Tet uw S aret 

genia tau & wat wet = ver fearfenr fara ma adtet & ufone 
sara aepat | fer Teens S & ae, Hy Sta He a gents fAw s Har fearfenrt 
farHr | 
fiw oat oT famr at wot fhw & orvet de & a@ filet sar, ates nS eh 
at azet froreae “Ss one ag fear 2 fers? & gar gars Se A SUM or 
fart | fama? et gar west foe ave “SA: Hot fw @ AY F oa SG A|S STH 
sation | ay et aa Gn AY faa ave At fa OR S fst oa data ee a faa 
vA & Se @ diet ue Be Usd vse cs 6 2 fest fea oH a A: HoT few eS 
ata’ Ati A: saa faw 4 fan ow et Hee aga GR aet eS fest, us few = 

We FW: Hot fiw afet S dor st fea TH 4 GHG Sees a fest oS ors 
Yea a atat, sty: Hot fiw A Ay So One ada Alod S ae ag feo | faa ra 
ufmat cit afoe Bs @ ga fara AT 
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Birth 


The lion of Punjab, Maharaja Ranjit Singh was born on 2nd November 1780 A.D. at 
Gujranwala (Now in Pakistan). The name of his mother was Sardarni Raj Kaur and S. 
Maha Singh was his father. At the birth of the child S. Maha Singh was in the Seventh 
Heaven of delight and he celebrated the moment with the great pomp and show. He 
distributed money and sweetmeats among the poor. According to the first word of the 
Gurvaak taken from Guru Granth Sahib, the child was named Ranjit Singh. At the time of 
birth, Ranjit Singh was very handsome and lustrous. But that handsomeness did not last 
for long. Early in childhood he became a patient of small pox and lost all hopes of survival. 
But at it was will of God, he recovered from the disease gradually. But during this affliction 
he lost his one eye and his face was marked with black spots of small pox. 

At that time nobody knew that the boy who had survived with great difficulty from 
the clutches of small pox, would one day become the Maharaja of Punjab. Mother Raj 
Kaur felt very happy when she found that the dreadful disease, small pox had spared her 
child. In those days thousands children were becoming prey of the small pox. There was 
no remedy for this disease. As the child Ranjit Singh recovered from this disease, his mother 
took him to the temple of Sitla Mother in order to pay obeisance. Then she took him to 
Gurdwara and their listened the Gurvaak and bowed before the Guru Granth Sahib. Due 
to the illness of Ranjit Singh, Maha Singh was leading a depressed and down hearted life. 

When Ranjit Singh became hale and hearty, Maha Singh again became active in 
expanding his territory. He attacked village Bhattia, Sahiwal, Eesakhel and conquered. He 
got a big sum of money from those rulers and again returned those villages to them. In a 
few months he became very powerful. Now he became so enthusiastic that he could not sit 
peacefully. One day he heard that some ironsmiths were making war weapons at village 
Kotli near Sialkot. He atonce attacked the village Kotla and looted all the weapons and 
implements available in that village. After getting the weapons, Maha Singh decided to 
teach a lesson to Raja of Jammu. At that time Brij Raj was Raja of Jammu. During the 
reign of Charat Singh, the father of Brij Raj made his younger son Dale! Dev as the heir of 
his throne. When Brij Dev complained about it to $, Charat Singh, and also asked for help, 
then Charat Singh agreed to help Brij Dev. Attacking Jammu he installed Bri) Dev as Raja 
of Jammu. But during those days $. Charat Singh died as he was mortally wounded by the 
bursting of his match-box in his hands. Raja Brij Dev had promised to give a large sum of 
money for that help. But when Charat Singh died, he did not pay the money. Maha Singh 
reminded him again and again, but he paid no heed. At last Maha Singh invaded Jammu 
and captured the city. Brij Raj had earlier left the city. 
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A: Hut fy et Sas aos Su aret AT | dbo fHHet ve Ga S nuer Aes 
Hach wal ay } fs @ We Gs ainst Saas eae aos se aan farnt ot 
GH © He Age's AAT few aHaSte ave Stearn | eHaate Ages & GS Sf 
fa Gy et aret fearar 7: 4 fw usete & He for AT) noes HoT ftw 4 Ga F 
<ua fea fa Ga ngea H fur S fs & Gr S AHeTSaT | us Ae A: Hot fHw, A: 
a fru S fuee famr st Go Gra ate gare fim) far e fife feo faafenr fa 
Sot Hearst tes caret few enti Geet Cres fea 7 ftur er yew" Ysa 
aawun fur yf farmer ors 4 fur Stet Sar ga aePat ue wot fw & user 
fines © fea S aga a ats"! qesunm fw @ Has S ome GH ST awed 
Husa! Hee sat Ae’ ae S Vans St Sadled Aaevat| Gu ast sees ors ais 
ade All ave Ages Hor fw et GA are eaHet At ug Hot fw & Ga S Gar ua 
4 24a SH Gs IHo’ BS ats 4S ST ot Ga = feerar |S SF atan atat | Gud 
Hde"dal Ae’ ad St Weel AT fa A: Hot few et Ses fea-s-fea Suet aret 
Af Pe Oe eiaea es TE eee Hot fiw ans Heo ag Bet AS at Gr et 
Hata ee ee 

At os Hove gents Aju deter e+ 8 feat “Pe Gat fet ret ott eet 

“Hees At! he weeba furs et neeaat et ae S afar T!” 

“Sa at Sat afaor co xgeaat At a?” 
a ate | 

HW: Hot fur} wet ata snes es 4 fos, sta neereat ne’ aa So Sat Se 
Re ee ee ‘we fers wae aE mare Hate & wars eH Se!” 

| we ru carat ma Yfest & & & A: wat 
Te baer fers fast ft was aM uer A 
Sei cn el oanra ecu tavernas erin Wheareecet: 
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Betrothal 


§. Maha Singh became very powerful. Sardars of all the Misils were considering him as 
their leader. After the conquest of Jammu he went to Amritsar to present precious gifts to 
Harimandir Sahib. There he met Jassa Singh Ramgarhia. The Ramgarhia Sardar informed 
him that 5. Jai Singh Ghanaihya has usurped his territory. S. Maha Singh assured him that 
he would meet S. Jai Singh for the settlement of the dispute. But when 5. Maha Singh met 
S. Jai Singh, instead of settling the dispute, they themselves picked an altercation and got 
embroiled in a quarrel. The result of that was, that they fought with each other in the 
battlefield. There, $. Gurbax Singh, the brave son of S. Jai Singh was killed and the army 
of Jai Singh fled away. 

After the death of Gurbax Singh his brave and valiant wife Sardarni Sada Kaur took 
the command of the Misil. During the war, though S. Jai Singh was defeated, but 8. Maha 
Singh did not capture his territory. He even sent a message of condolence to Sardarni Sada 
Kaur for the death of her husband. Assuming the command of her Misi! Sardarni Sada 
Kaur proved to be a good and competent administrator. Though Maha Singh had defeated 
her husband and her father-in-law, but he never attacked her territory again. He was also 
very happy on her capable and legitimate administration. Sardarni Sada Kaur was also 
well aware that $8. Maha Singh's power was increasing gradually. Therefore she thought 
that if she would reconcile with 5. Maha Singh then her authority and jurisdiction would 
remain more safe. For that she planned that there must be some relationship between 
those two Misils: Her daughter Mehtab Kaur was of five years old at that time and child 
Ranjit Singh was also of the same age. She decided to engage her daughter to Ranjit Singh. 
So she sent her courtier in the territory of Maha Singh. The courtier met Maha Singh and 
said, “Sardarni Sada Kaur of Ghanaihya Misil has sent me to meet you.” 

“Tell mé, what message she has sent for me? Maha Singh asked.” “My Lord! She has 
sent a proposal that she favours to betroth her only daughter Mehtab Kaur to your son 
Ranjit Singh. If you consider it suitable then please inform me so that I may convey your 
message to Sardarni Ji." Hearing this S. Maha Singh became thoughtful. For the final 
decision he talked with his wife Raj Kaur. When Raj Kaur heard about this proposal she 
atonce consented and approved the offer. $8. Maha Singh handed over precious gifts to the 
courtier in order to present to Sardarni Sada Kaur. He also said, “We accept this relationship 
and they should sent the Shagan (Offering at the me of betrothal) on the first day of next 
month.” On the next month Sardarni Sada Kaur reached the palace of Maha Singh along 
with his courtiers and relatives. There was already a hustle and bustle in the palace of 
Maha Singh, Ina large gathering betrothal ceremony took place. After the performance of 
the ceremony money and sweetmeats were distributed. 
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Hoda denis fiw os ferret avs | Ht fa Gu S fea saret feu wHe 
Jet flew" | qass et fearvar F: Hot fir S ste AT, us Gat avfos feu gait S 
Gn fera oe wan afunr Sfenr Ati avs 1791 Sf: fes Ae Hot fH Ss mS 
Hot fiw uA ge Go S sate de Aet war wat AT 


Gn dents fiw S aru ae feor Ss gars 3 saret ag fest aioe ftw 
got } Fe us Sar fa Hot ftw fea Sat ga S a or fa FT at Ou Hest & fas 
fed AT Slam | Hot fur Shut gat 3 fas S aes urfent S ule four aet fea 
wat uTet chim, ug fats ante a Jeti da S dar ous uret St Sat fixe fea At 
var SHS 3 fHSeS aga Hot fey =t fara d farw| Ga J Ven Sar ae S fest 
fes- fes suet aeti nite feo res cet fa Go FIGS St orn SH Ss G1 Gr 
& én ot Saad denis fiw } Aut S ae Sum araatere ser far 


dents fiw far des waotenr sot, Gx ule 4 de St Hares as fest as fea 
ats We ane Ga Ss feu uaa frat fa we § saa ens fea set SHS aan fHur 
ma wo fiw et waretet feu ude faa Ji gents few S ast east east Gx Ss 
eae et da 6 Wd feu dt das St GAs Ye" Set GH S GH SHS Get His ed 
at Hares feo Ar cafe! few waa IHS S waa a agH fAw ws Ag fRur 
He's SS a FH Te | WaGeNS TNS" de asa Gn S aS HS] HG TE MS Tat 
sui mS Agda es a FH Te | Hoe Jens fiw Sut ws Agee UT a aT UA 
dfenti Gx & feat sut ave fas OS diererst sa ag feat! ort wvfow fru & 
MS Daas a fer gan ser fear! 

vents fu S fsbo Tehut gathut Shunt Sut os dasa Tastes ga fes 
3 my nruet ga S a THs ver fern On gees Saud gH ST Se ate Ss 
afos ftw S sven ata fa Gu Ga ST OHS Uret & fEsaH adi Atos fiw Ss ga 
ot ast wet ata 3 SSeS WS St sents feu 6 & fea us dents fiw S 
fase webu Se + fesas ag fear Gx J FuSt avs gen ate fa Gu aaret 
eae ao Gn SS oes gue 35 ST St OS foe few ees stem Sen aT, fer 
Bet Cn 5 so St SS fle) gents fw a fed ufvat saret ms ufsat fas at 
mushy at & & Gs Tastes F Ue fur 
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First Battle } 


Maharaja Ranjit Singh was yet eleven years old, when he had to participate in a battle. 
The territory of Gujrat was under the reign of S. Maha Singh. He had appointed §. Sahib 
Singh Bhangi as the administrator of this area. In year 1791 A.D. when Maha Singh sent 
his officers to collect the revenue from Sahib Singh, he plainly refused to pay the revenue. 
Maha Singh was forced to attack Sahib Singh in order to collect the revenue. Maha Singh 
took Ranjit Singh with him and marched his army towards Gujrat. When Sahib Singh 
heard that Maha Singh was reaching there with a large army. Then he hid himself in the 
fort of Saudara. The army of Maha Singh encircled the fort from all sides. The siege 
continued for many days, but the victory was far away. Supply of ration was poor and 
unhealthy. Many soldiers were afflicted with the disease of bowls, Maha Singh himself fell 
ill, He was suffering from dysentery and the disease increased from bad to worse. Ultimately 
the situation so developed that Maha Singh lost all hopes of survival. He appointed Ranjit 
Singh as the commander of his army and himself returned back to Gujranwala. 

Ranjit Singh was very brave, he did not feel nervous. He ordered his soldiers to tighten 
the siege more forcefully. After some days he got a news that to disperse and disorganise 
the siege a big force was approaching there under the commands of §. Karam Singh and 
§. Jodh Singh. 

Ranjit Singh took a quick decision. He ordered his army to march towards that side 
from which the forces of 8S. Karam Singh and S$. Jodh Singh were coming. He planned to 
attack those forces on their way. He encircled the forces of the enemy in the dense jungle. 
The enemy forces were caught unaware. $. Karam Singh and $. Jodh Singh alongwith 
their army fied away leaving behind their heavy guns and other fire arms. Maharaja was 
pleased to see those captured armaments. He attacked the fort with those heavy guns. It 
became very difficult for Sahib Singh to remain in the fort. Sahib Singh surrendered and 
accepted his defeat. He also agreed to pay the revenue. Ranjit Singh pardoned him and 
appointed him again the ruler of Gujrat. 

Ranjit Singh despatched captured heavy guns and other armaments to Gujranwala 
and himself with his army marched towards Gujrat. He camped his army outside Gujrat 
and asked Sahib Singh to make arrangements for the ration of his army. Sahib Singh 
served the army cordially and paid the due revenue. But Ranjit Singh refused to take the 
revenue only. He ordered him to pay rupees two thousand as war penalty, Sahib Singh was 
already alarmed and frightened due to critical defeat of his army. He had also lost his 
heavy guns. He paid the penalty also, This was the first battle that Ranjit Singh fought and 
won honourably, After this he moved towards Gujranwala along with his victorious army. 
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Heo © fas S uld AW A: Hot fw User Sore asa fara T ae Ha ay fea oe 
Gu fen fanret St was fee dt a2 ad, us BE Tes BOS wea T ot a Gat ss 
Testes ugset furnr) | 

q: Hut fiw & fust uaa fiw <t neat fee of dae He AT Ae Vas fw Ay 
oon & Use fea TH SO Hee ass TE AS St Oat ot dea Gat & da feu ge 
oret At fan aga Ho 1774 et: fea Sat ets T aet AT Gr Ay Hot fw et Gre 
eS CH AS St Ht! Sa" Use Je aaa Hot few } fens @ Hgeva wer fear 
faput, ug fue & aH-ara et uda G@w St wrest at aget AT 

we Hot fiw wets Tfear st Gn a fears q: araus fw Ate ot mset stet 
TH Ad SS Bat WS-Has avs Tfewr| Hot fhur gar waves Gar At FJ nTuet 
furs = festa § earGe = Gx S wart am HT 

fea fea ay Sat 3 Gx un frarfes atst fa aye sare ST aH Ute HOHE 
da’ Sat GS as FON aa fea d, stuart fiw S war dir ar fenr | Gr S aus as 
600 WS-Hed HoH SE S IHS Sale ‘S WHS" ag fea Ula Hue SF He US Sa 
st @0 sos wae fer | Gn S GeHt ava Gr St usa ST Gu S wT] ST ATi aS 
Qn S Fu BT de Get Gal a Sa St Gu Sa a fas feu a efor) us nat fHur 
fas & ede 3a a vied a efamt| HoH] ut aaa SHS Hal aT efor 3 ae 
fes urs ut & us fapur Hat ftw S Gn S wre ag fear, us Gu A wees S 
| aaa ad fern | aye sae } fs a GH St at aH Sa du fea fen fas SF aoe 
Mut fiw et Rast sos So aet fen S aone Gu ot Sas Suet at at 

Ae Hot fiw aAeteS nus HS = and fea fans fumr AT at fea nifosare 
& Sat S uss weret, “noen! 2 neers gents fiw 4 woe ftw S ve a 
mus mite ad fear 5 ws aet Sebut-Sehut Sut nS dyes fas @ FA TSI 
ads Wet de US Ses Stat FT)” 

mMfusars ot feo die He a A: Hot fiw S feud S dea we aet | Gs fan >THE 
J adie ot usw S Glow | Revers se Gu S HTS SS oe ae i us Ga afu| Sa, 
| “ofre 32, nin WS nos St Sa sat, HS »rus Fodte Use ot fas & wes Su 
Bae we)” 

fea afe & Gu fan nod S udta wus } faas ae! Sut oS AEG Su a GT 
as yA Ie Sat ot wusat Aceraat oH ae St Gat S ws AT afve Sai, “Te 
We hs et get men sdt 3, Hat woves Use ve fins § sos wat S wea!” 

Rea Gat S nore S & nies S oe 3 Gat J usw 'S feefen us Sate 
foars ade SS dt Ati wus =e Sus-sue at Ga RET Set nfat Hie ae! 
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Death of Father 


During the siege of Saudara fort Maha Singh was indisposed due to dysentery. He 
fought for some days, but when condition deteriorated badly, he returned hack to 
Gujranwala, His father S. Charat Singh also died in young age. When he had gone to 
Jammu to help Brij Dev, the son of the Raja of Jammu, there he died as he was mortally 
wounded, by the bursting of his match box in his hands. When he died in 1774 A.D. at that 
time the age of Maha Singh was only ten years. Being elder brother Maha Singh became 
the ruler of Misil. His mother was looking after the administrative work of the Misil. 

When Maha Singh grew young, he was married to Raj Kaur daughter of $. Gajpat 
Singh of Jind. Maha Singh was a brave warrior and was very anxious to amplify and build 
up the territories of his Misil. 

One day he received a complaint that the ruler of Rasool Nagar, Peer Mohammad 
Chatha was a very cruel man and was killing the innocent people. Maha Singh was enraged 
to hear this news. He atonce took six thousand horse riders and attacked Rasool Nagar. 
When Peer Mohammad heard about it, he was bewildered and dazed. Due to his cruelity 
even his subject was not with him. When he could not found any method of safety, he hid 
himself in the fort. But Maha Singh broke the doors of the fort and entered inside it. Peer 
Mohammad Khan did not dare to fight and chewing some grass in his mouth, stood before 
Maha Singh. Maha Singh pardoned him, but usurped his property. Rasool Nagar was 
renamed as’ Ram Nagar after making ita part of his territory. After the victory of Rasoo! 
Nagar the power of Maha Singh enhanced and it further intensified in the coming years. 
When at Gujranwala $, Maha Singh was lying on his death bed then one of his officer told 
him a news. He said, “My Lord ! S, Ranjit Singh has defeated S. Sahib Singh and has 
realized the revenue. He has also captured many large guns and armaments which he has 
sent here and has been stored in the armoury.” 

When Maha Singh heard this news from his officer, he was very delighted and his face 
became bright and healthy. Without any aid he got up from his bed. The servants rushed 
to help him, but he pushing them away, said, “Be away, today I need no help, let me see the 
big guns and armaments that my son has conquered.” 

Saying this he went straight towards the armoury. Seeing the big guns and other weapons 
he felt very happy. His wife Sardarni Raj Kaur was also with him. Maha Singh said, “Now 
lam not afraid of death, my brave son Ranjit Singh will lead the Misil adequately and will 
strengthen it bravely.” Servants took him to his room and helped him to lie on his bed. But 
he was seeing towards outside, He was waiting for Ranjit Singh. He wanted to see his son. 
But his ambition remained unfulfilled and died while still facing towards the outer gate. 
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Killed Hashmat Khan 


When Ranjit Singh was returning back to Gujranwala, he heard the sad news of the 
death of his father. 

He atonce rushed to Gujranwala. He was very disturbed and agonized at the death of 
his father. He was just a boy of eleven years. Therefore he was worried about the handling 
of such a big enterprise. But his brave mother-in-law Sardarni Sada Kaur and mother Raj 
Kaur consoled him. 

Gradually he took heart and started to go to jungle for hunting and battle exercises. 

One day Ranjit Singh went with his associates in the jungle of Ram Nagar for playing 
the game of hunting. Incidently one deer came running in front of his horse. He atonce 
struck his horse with heel and chased the deer. In this process of chasing the deer he 
reached very far and parted away from his fellows. When the deer became out of sight he 
made up his mind to return hack. 

While he was returning, he saw Hashmat Khan with his friends. Hashmat Khan had 
great cnemity with Ranjit Singh as his father Maha Singh had usurped his territory. When 
Hashmat Khan saw Ranjit Singh, he atonce became alert and loaded his rifle to kill him. 
But Ranjit Singh was not afraid of him. He stopped his horse infront of him and unsheathed 
his sword. Hashmat Khan was very happy as Ranjit Singh was tn his clutches. He aimed 
and fired one shot towards Ranjit Singh. 

But that shot instead of striking Ranjit Singh, hit the reins of the horse. When Ranjit 
Singh saw that fire of Hashmat Khan had gone astray, he atonce dismounted from his 
horse and ran towards him. Hashmat Khan was trying to reload his rifle when Ranjit 
Singh attacked him with great force and cut his head with one blow. When the friends of 
Hashmat Khan found that he had died, they fled away. 

Ranjit Singh stood there with great arrogance. The head and body of Hashmat Khan 
were lying on the ground. He took the head of Hashmat Khan on his sword and mounting 
his horse reached the spot where his friends were waiting for him. When they saw that he 
was carrying the head of Hashmat Khan on his sword, they were astonished to see such an 
act of bravery of a minor young boy. 

His mother felt very happy, when he narrated that incident to her. Hearing this she 
said, “My son is very brave. None can face him. | am very proud of him.” 

When his mother-in-law Sardarni Sada Kaur heard about this incident, she also came 
to congratulate Ranjit Singh. His mother distributed sweetmeats to the poor. 
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@u wHe § ta a nat i fer genta ftw 4 ous sett 6 gan fea fa Gu casas 
at es aret os eee et uy fara) sedis ftw eruePat gat ma aut S a 
ffar s avg nfse 3 aaa ag feo Gn oruS SHior S feo = =ren a fear 
5 sau wat was fee feat aveait | aioe } uet sgt aw aca denis furs 
fea fas 3 aaa age & fears geen | gees ue ren aR BH fag 
= Wud wet at as aa S we, us fas Go fan vars ST oer edt wT ata Tet ss 
wna faw wr wast aes wr ae) fea agwest afoe sar, “fru rica! A 
& Gn ot ate 3 ae foes ave afenr we faor, “nat a@eo va fiw et ara suet 
na |” feo Fee ava Us few & wfosars fas nies oS ae 3 Sa ftw 4s aH Ba 
faa? wat ag fest serio fiw & fas GS udt sgt aaa ae fern) fen sgt 
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Possession of Lahore 


In 1796 A.D. Ranjit Singh was married to Mehtab Kaur daughter of Sardarni Sada 
Kaur. After marriage he came under the influence of his mother-in-law. She was very wise 
and she directed his unbounded energy towards unifying the Punjab. When two Misils of 
Ghanaihya and Shukarchakeeaa were united, the influence of Ranjit Singh increased 
massively. Upto 1788 A.D, Ranjit Singh captured the large part of the Punjab. But still 
Lahore was not the part of his kingdom. Lahore was under the control of three Sardars; 
Chet Singh, Sahib Singh and Mehar Singh. These three Sardars were always remaining at 
logger heads with each other. Due to their routine skirmishes the residents of Lahore were 
leading a miserable life. One day some important persons of Lahore met together and they 
decided to write a letter to Ranjit Singh. Bhai Gurbax Singh, Hakim Haakam Rai and 
Mian Aashak Mohammad wrote, “Citizens of Lahore are in great distress and the cruel 
ruler of Kasoor is planning to capture it. It is our humble request that you should save us 
from this horrible situation.” Atthat time Ranjit Singh was the young mamof |8 years and 
he was known for his bravery and fearlessness. 

When he got the letter, he took more than six thousand brave soldiers with him and 
marched towards Lahore. 

Reaching Lahore, he encircled the city during the night. On that day the citizens were 
engaged in watching the celebration of Shia Muslim festival of Muharram. Next morning 
before the three Sardars could prepare their defence, breach was made in the wall and 
gates of city were thrown open. Ranjit Singh entered the city with his heavy guns, When 
the three rulers heard about it, they were so frightened that Mchar Singh and Sahib Singh 
left the city along with their forces. They did not dare to face Ranjit Singh. But Chet Singh 
entered inside the fort and closed the gates. But Ranjit Singh paid no heed to him and took 
possession of the whole city. He also ordered his soldiers not to loot the city. He announced 
that soldiers would get their salary from the royal treasury. When Ranjit Singh was fully 
satisfied that the city was under his control, then he proposed to capture the fort. According 
to the instructions of Ranjit Singh his army camped outside the fort. In such a situation 
Chet Singh could not stay inside the fort for long. Next day he sent his one official who 
met Ranjit Singh and said, “Singh Sahib! If you forgive $. Chet Singh, he is ready to vacate 
the fort,” Ranjit Singh heard him patiently and said, “I will not only forgive S. Chet Singh, 
but I would also offer him some villages for his maintenance and sustenance. Hearing this 
officer went inside the fort and $. Chet Singh vacated the fort on the same day. Ranjit 
Singh took possession of the fort. Thus Lahore became a part of Ranjit Singh's kingdom. 
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RY AW fea Har Gort Ht fa genta fou } Hoes | ware for wre, us 
genie faw fen ate Se fers aot At fee! ecedt Ha 1801 feu fae oe 
we | fra ary at @ woes & fyova fear are | genta ftw & Gat St gaat 
Uses HHet 6 He gH ae) fas = feu cies »mn fee fea wos Yer waurs 
foe & AHS “Ie atat | ee gents fiw Ss few feta was S Gos set far 

fea adhut & Hove's S&T Cunt fee afeatet wa Sat usha | arfeat = aet 
We HSH FSH ST TAH UST 7 Wet ST Ae Ades A HTH & Soe fest | 
fan eo at fafier are | wa eaerdit wa ngetet & feo oe feat fa fra Ga 
det At Go are at et far werser AT | Ua Hoe dents Ay Ss Sat St AST 

fex + Gils as do = fha acct ats ae, faa’ © fea wh “Car sar wale & 
Hl, “eas FSaag ada ANS 1808 HHiaa WOR fen sq Hoe eT dents Py S 
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It was the demand of the people that a title of Maharaja should be conferred on Ranjit 
Singh. But Ranjit Singh hesitated to assume the title, for he wished to avoid to do anything 
which might cause other chiefs to conspire against him. in February 1801 A.D. the Sikh 
Sardars and army officers requested Ranjit Singh to accept the title of Maharaja. They also 
requested him that at Lahore all the respectable citizens should be invited and title of 
Maharaja should be conferred on him. Gradually Ranjit Singh approved their concept and 
day of first Baisakh was fixed for that purpose. On the Ist Baisakh 180) A.D. a darbar was 
held in the Diwan Hall of the fort. In the Gurdwaras, the recitation of the Akhand Paath 
started two days carlser. 

On Ist Baisakh after the conclusion of the Akhand Paath, Hukamnama was recited. 
Then Giani Gurmukh Singh uttered the Daily Prayer before the Guru Granth Sahib. Ranjit 
Singh was asked to sit on a special platform erected for that purpose. Ranjit Singh sat on 
the royal throne specially prepared for that occasion. Baba Sahib Singh Bedi who belonged 
to the dynasty of Guru Nanak Dev Ji was specially invited to coronate Ranjit Singh. He 
got up and applied coloured mark on his forehead as a sign of coronation. When Baba 
Sahib Singh was applying the tilak, then all the royal attendants were showering petal of 
flowers on Ranjit Singh. Baba Sahib Singh declared, “Henceforth Singh Sahib Ranjit Singh 
would be addressed as Maharaja Ranjit Singh.” All the officials congratulated the Maharaja. 

After some time an other event of the day came into operation, On that day the Maharaja 
had to introduce a new coin for his kingdom. A committee was organized to give its final 
opinion about the shape of the coin. The committee advised that on the front side of the 
coin the name of the Maharaja should be engraved. But Maharaja Ranjit Singh rejected 
their proposal and ordained them to engrave the name of Guru Nanak Dev Ji on the coin 
and to specify the coin as Nanak Shahi rupee and Nanak Shahi paisa. So according to his 
insiructions on one side of the one paisa coin Name of Guru Nanak Dev Ji was engraved in 
Persion and Gurmukhi seript and on the other side it was written “Guru Nanak Dev Sahaae’ 
(May Guro Nanak Dev help us). On one rupee coin on one side pictures of Guru Nanak 
Dev and Bhai Mardana were carved. The picture was evolved in such a way that Guru 
Nanak Dev was sitting in a pensive mood and Bhai Mardana was reciting the hymns, On 
the other side of the coin the same words were written in Gurmukhi and Persian scripts as 
on the one paisa coin. Other coins were also launched and executed. On those coins on one 
side it was written “Deg Teg Fateh O Nusrat Bedarang az Guru Nanak Dev Guru Gobind 
Singh and on the other side it was written as Darl Saltnat Lahore sambvat 1808 Meminat 
Manos.” So issuing the coins on the Name of Gurus, the Maharaja made himself as the 
servant of Guru Panth. 
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gdit Hdetdt STS AHYST 


Tass ot wan wfos fiw gait Ati A: Hot fur S AY St Arfos fiw gait Ss eax 
306 3 Std ad fest At S Hoed S fas S ule HH A: HoT fw fanre T ae Aa us 
fapatat wast S gents fiw & fas 6 safe atsar At ws Arfos fu gait S ets 
Hset uet At! ua feo galt Hawes genta few fedu det a aet afew see at 
afde AS | wfoe fiw gait S worse & wan es fhu Ss aus are ger fear 
MS WASS JS IHS ads Shut fanrdput gas Sat! 

Ae Hoss denis feu S fen sie St ust Sar Bt Gu SH Tas SH WS ST 
Sut & & daas S one ag feat | Hoes dents fiw et one" Sua Bat Sa AT 
us gait neers Hfos nS fas & caea de age feu nes T ae! Gat ufos St 
tes GS Sut fee ataput Teput wa He Gar Sut 6 efes ate at Hoe et 
x oT avet Sans dlent| us Hove fueto Ides esr Sat At Gar St Sur sts 
festa ms ufos Shut aut ave Sa uk | we avest ents efo set st gaiput 
& da fes aaa U aet | neers wefos fiw gait Ss os ws as de ae arfos fw 
ager At) svar avfos fiw & Sot fost fea nero aver feat i noe gente fru 
n“uet a 6 fusta gar fant ms Saret de T get Hees Afos fHu gait & 
Hoda S wHTet Halt S saa fan Yars ST Ha GS 5S” aS ST SMe ATS" | 
Hoe dents fiw 4 ates fiw gait & St ware ag fear us wareasy J THs 
ad fearing: we fiur woes gente four et fegu a ag Afanr 3 sfemr fern! 
HaHa On S es a Oda S orfenr S ong de as fear fea fea nH Ss oS 
fhe & gerfear os for, “He fust At S novsasy |e festa SS Falta ext 
fear Ht, ar SS neers getter Ht, us F Ge WS Sahat aS IS a BST et 
fanrdt age foo & 1 SA fen die St SS at nar fest we” 

“OF fasas fang at, H saret ot aet faarst act atet 3)” es fiw S cisat 
yore atat | “wre wete aet ses wad ool fed, we Ae us Tins fea uss fa 
@AHe & Bt SHHeSt Asal dtd, ud Ae fise St Sane ww fs AS aT OAS 
a fanrer Su der o”, Hosa B faa “Hover At! HY aust nevet fas c 
Raer oti fev aie age U fa gait Hees Ho aS fos" sue Us!” US fru s 
Gen afon fea faa Hoa S fau, “A Gu Sa fitas na, fea st SS UST 
dear, fen atfan feu do ae AUS AT?” 

“fen whan fea na 3 at de SaHets andte a AT” es fu Ss Aa HS CR 
fest inven & ee fiw s st gs fea, us sats OS THe" ava GAS sas 
nae fate) saHets HOTS ST Bee mt fern S Gar Ast Ha FT savet S 
ude ot fea Sst gan fest! 
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Agreement with Bhangi Sardars 


Sahib Singh Bhangi was a ruler of Gujrat. He was paying revenue to Maha Singh, 
father of Maharaja Ranjit Singh. But during reign of Maha Singh he refused to pay the 
revenue. $. Maha Singh was forced to attack his fort. But during the siege of Saudara fort, 
Maha Singh fell ill and he had to abandon the fields. But Maharaja Ranjit Singh who was 
merely eleven years old at that time conquered the fort and brought Sahib Singh under his 
command. 

But Sahib Singh was always conspiring against Ranjit Singh. Sahib Singh Bhangi, 
befriended Dal Singh ruler of Akal Garh and they unitedly planned to attack Gujranwala. 

When Maharaja Ranjit Singh heard about this he took twenty heavy guns and ten 
thousand cavalry forces with him and attacked Gujrat. Though the attack of Maharaja 
Ranjit Singh was very fast and forceful, but Sahib Singh Bhangi very actively closed the 
gates of the city and the fort. He had already fitted heavy guns on the walls of the fort. The 
forces of Ranjit Singh came under the range of the fire and he suffered a heavy loss. But 
Maharaja did not retreat. He asked his gunners to open fire and the walls of the fort were 
so heavily damaged and destroyed that the army of Sahib Singh Bhangi ran hither and 
thither to find a shelter. Sahib Singh Bhangi was so frightened that he sent his messengers 
to bring Baba Sahib Singh Bedi for reconciliation. Baba Sahib Singh reached Gujrat at 
night and he met Maharaja Ranjit Singh. Maharaja had a.great respect for him and he 
atonce asked his soldiers to retreat back. At the advice of Baba Sahib Singh, Maharaja 
agreed to reconcile with Sahib Singh Bhangi. The Bhangi regretted for his misbehaviour 
and promised to not to do any mischief again. 

Maharaja Ranjit Singh pardoned the Bhangi Sardar, but he attacked Akal Garh and 
captured Dal Singh. He brought him to Lahore and interned him. 

One day Maharaja called for Dal Singh and said, “My father gave you the territory of 
Akal Garh as a gift; he made you a Sardar. But instead of thanking us, you conspired with 
our enemies. Tell me how we should deal with you?” “I am quite innocent, I have never 
planned to fight against you.” Dal Singh pleaded. 

“But our detector can’t tell lie, their information has always proved true. It is a very 
sad news for us that our friend has joined hands with our enemy.” Maharaja said. 

“It is true that S. Sahib Singh Bhangi has been keeping very good relations with me. 
But the man with whose collaboration he was plotting to attack your territory was 
Nizam Din Kasuria.” 

Hearing this Maharaja released Dal Singh and attacking Nizam Din’s territory, taught 
him a good lesson, 
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and 2 anes S Ao & He HoH At as wy Set fers Te st wes = 
Heedat He’ aa =e feo wag wet fa ata a an AAT Ue wes 3S aHer 
aes Shoat fanrdhet ag foot ot) feo was we @ HOA 6 Tas S ST Su WS 
ef mareet ad faa’ 7 ot Ga a sfeor fa ws as ga ae ust fes a afew | 
de wet Suet G AU a MoTeTaT Brae oe fart | ards or ae MTTEH G Hae frat fer 

Hate andes a nfvenH sa fea Tous ATS ST Hee ATS AGED =F 
meh fle He Be TI Mores & Go mi wale hur mrameTHe Fae Bw aTyS 3 
sgsitatsdilen diicanatiiharaais adi ewan anelvaauti th a 
WH dH ST SH dde e gua fest saret S usd S fears fea ast Tan Fa 
wv ae 3 Gn wet us att art | 
Had Hoes @ ant fa gait wa aHaSha HAS © Rees foe @ feo GAT FET 
ad va fa fees oa fea ea fer noe aS cag BET S| HOH A HE Hole 
De on ge kc eee oo a ee ee 
Bat US Se Hoe the ae ws Age's wate fw oaraeeste & feu s 

Hane SS VS ul | Hoes St Ga S afos S Ps Be BS BE us WS Hes fee 
Gat ars Bas SHS Bet 5 orfemn | fer et ares fea St Ht far aoaete Reeve, 
gant Rees? St Hee SHS dt Uds Aa AS | Sail Hees S Bled S ede HS 
ag Be ma dest S Sur ats fesint i nore genie fu § sae =ns Go 
gut 2 a fee Sari us Hoe SH aruet ga & aie et we S va a show 
Aihara’ St sae SHS fa Sut S Ss veret ae | Gu ulead ates fees ga 
Hee? Sul Sue Aa 

sre fae @ yin & feo usr der fener sexta fur ufos 2 oer wes 
we Ja at Go warst gar ftw 4 avs & a cut fost S HS oF Saret de ager 
watl AMES Te So gaihat & mover fag wet as feat STH 6 Gat S 
fara ena fea Jat wratte feat fen F ore HTH 4 MY SRe B USAT aH 
fea WHE ae fe | 
ater wa ofates aie Wer Zee ae | dfevted wifes S wavs sua Atos ST AST 
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A Visit te Amritsar 


After reforming Nizamdin the Nawab of Kasoor, Maharaja remained free for some 
period. One day he received a news from his mother-in-law Sardarni Sada Kaur, that Raja 
of Kangra Sansar Chand was planning to attack Batala. When Maharaja heard this news he 
took six thousand cavalcade with him and marched towards Batala. When Sansar Chand 
heard the news that Maharaja Ranjit Singh was himself leading the forces, he got so 
frightened that he fled towards the mountains. After reforming other rebellions he returned 
back to Lahore. When he reached Lahore he got the information that Nawab of Kasoor 
Nizamdin had violated the agreement and with the help of crusaders had looted many 
villages of Maharaja’s territory. 

Maharaja did not waste time and he took Fateh Singh Ahluwalia with him and fell 
upon him violently. 

In the fierce pitched battle when Nizamdin perceived that his defeat was certain he 
hoisted the white flag. He requested the Maharaja to pardon him and promised not to do 
any mischief again. After getting penalty of war, he pardoned the Nawab. 

In those days Amritsar was under the supervision of Bhangi Sardars. One day Maharaja’s 
secret informer told Maharaja that Bhangi and Ramgarhia Sardars were planning to face 
Maharaja Ranjit Singh with their united forces. When Maharaja sent his trusted detectors 
there he found that information was true. Maharaja atonce made preparations to face the 
attack. It was a habit of Maharaja that he used to take the decisions without any delay and 
that was main secret of his success. 

He took with him Sardarni Sada Kaur and S. Fateh Singh Ahluwalia and proceeded 
towards Amritsar. He encircled the city and encamped outside the city. Bhangi Sardars 
fitted their guns on the walls of the city and opened fire in order to frighten Maharaja 
Ranjit Singh. But Maharaja and his forces were camping far away from the range of the 
guns. The Bhangi Sardars did not come out to fight in the open fields. Ramgarhia Sardars 
did not turn up to help them. 

When the citizens heard that Maharaja Ranjit Singh had encircled the city, they met 
Akali Phoola Singh and requested him to defuse the combat. Akali Phoola Singh met both 
sides and an agreement was signed in an amicable way. According to the agreement Bhangi 
Sardars vacated the fort and Maharaja Ranjit Singh alloted them a big landed property for 
their livelihood. Amritsar city became a part of the Khalsa kingdom. Maharaja along with 
his relatives visited the Harimandir Sahib and paid his homage in reverence. He also offered 
a large sum of money to Harimandir Sahib and Akal Takhat Sahib. 
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GA AY Far St fears & Hee afore ut fans AT Go gear dardt mS ASEH 
Ati Set Adt sie + St feas ao fan w fee os ae Sy ag feet AT) HoT AT 
denis fiur <t Ga avy fu om ot une as fea At S ROWS at S es fer 
AT | 

Gr nityer tadt wfow]e ut unm sft Sodt S mfone ut & faor, “swt 
Haw denis fiw ot tte Ha oS S ay ws ve ATS went dx Set shar ag 
HW OSH ete Sdt Hae ot dar set faore T ATS!” 

mfoHe ut as dats oe fen S satel S ads Sie Has S Gn at ag 
fast | 

Pad S AS WS HOH S SAt mS far fa Ga wat Jars Ti nT Ss SH 
2S Saet ST faurct eda ag feat Ss fea Yat Ga BS a Yar Se de fim) 

eed S add wre AY dt wifone ut Ss Ae S at S gOS WHS feds ag 
Be AS | Hust Sa us HotSeat S S a afos S wos Go HTS sents ftw ot 
fisars ages Sati Ae Hota Shut Sat ude bat St Saihat Set uri SF Tepat 
NSS ITON Mar He NAS SA St SHS GaSe Sait | Ae Sarat THs" F 
mT aet St went SH S St UH Ve THE | Sat Aer Set Tet fa Sufent suf] 
Udst S Se ST HS HII aust Wat SAT A TUN SH |S TS" Hat S TT HS! 

aue-sue mfone ut & Ue Hes fest Gus ae! ne Gs fuets & Fa St 
Arete = Gr & fife at ga aa ufone ut oruet da § S a ufos fea SUS T 
famr as eeeta Se ag SEI WSR S ufos S os ut S us few & fen 
Hed § cea 6 fas Shot Stes S out dis fest 3 Sar wonet Sn SS TS 
Hc | fea dar fasas Hoatar & Us Sai at a& fear S write fea Om fart! feo 
sua wen $ aga AM ote S oda ST Hee ow fag wt ees Sa a GT 
ned SS Te | us ATS at mS Sera St Gn SS St a fea nati Gu ufos Soa 
da oe i fone ut So a Hess Ver fart i Hoes S Bfos S$ Ses SF ST faa 

ay feat amv Sea 3 ay USSS AAS HOGA UH SH! Gat Saat atst fa 
aera ur ge T aet T1 Oa yoret Hare os Saret ST Ta te SF fara s 
Gat fea =t fas fa Gu & feera ot tet Fu se, fda St ers ag SHYT Brea 
Gu ve § fanre di 
Ht On S eum fs wa Gat sera S mez fest 1S 60,000 gue Wear Bar Hs 
fer) 





a 


(30) 
Sri Satguru Jagjit Singh Ji eLibrary NamdhariElibrary@gmail.com 





Conquered Fhang 


At that time the ruler of Jhang state was Ahmad Khan Siaal. He was very arrogant and 
cruel. At the same time Maharaja Ranjit Singh was expanding his territories and it was 
also in his mind to weaken the Muslim powers. 


He sent his one messenger to meet Ahmad Khan. The messenger said to Ahmad Khan, 
“Accept the superiority of Maharaja Ranjit Singh, otherwise be ready to have a combat 
with him. Ahmad Khan spoke very arrogantly and refused to accept the subordination of 
the Maharaja. 


When the messenger returned back to Lahore, informing the Maharaja he said, “Ahmad 
Khan is very proud and conceited and he is ready to pick a quarrel with you. 


Hearing this Maharaja decided to teach a lesson to hauty Ahmad Khan. 


Leading a big army, he marched towards Jhang. Ahmad Khan had already perceived 
that fight with Maharaja was evitable. So he gathered a large number of Muslims under 
the name of holy war. He took his army and crusaders and came out of the city in order to 
face Maharaja Ranjit Singh, When the army of Maharaja reached there, a fierce battle 
started. First they used their guns, but when they became bulletless, they unseathed their 
swords. The Khalsa army was very experienced in the art of swordmanship. So they crushed 
the army of Ahmad Khan in such a way that they were forced to retreat. 


Ahmad Khan directed his army to ran towards the city. The crusaders also followed. 
Entering the city, Ahmad Khan closed the gates. The Khalsa army encircled the city. 
Ahmad Khan fitted his guns on the wall of the fort and ordered his gunman to open the 
fire. One bomb fell near Maharaja Ranjit Singh. 

Seeing this Maharaja ordered his men to break open the gates. They broke the gates 
and entered the fort. The crusaders and army of Nawab was so frightened that they ran out 
of the fort and city. Maharaja asked his soldiers not to loot the city. 

After some davs Nawab sent some respected persons to meet the Maharaja. 


They met the Maharaja and said, “Nawab has done a great mistake, now he is ready to 
apologize. He is also prepared to pay war penalty. Please return his territory, he will pay 
you yearly taxes according to your wishes.” 


Maharaja Ranjit Singh pardoned Nawab and agreed to take Rs. 60,000/- yearly revenue. 
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HOH denis fiu } fea wad fret fa aye & seta Gagele ws HSS! 
oT See Hoes ut SS fxs a feu HST HHST ag dd US fa Sor Sit FH firs 
asgeis suet fru usa § aus Sar ae for dinwes § fen die o age oa 
dfent| Ga arue aa feu far & St Hye & at S dar Sot Ht age Ga fy 
HASHS wes fie xe > sass FHES AS 

Sata sda sate wanes 6 ane stam fa Gu ust ve uss age nS | 
ud He sale “atAcis ans Udfear st Seva Gages S GH SS YTS Ys" HSA 
ats" | sate “ata Stun we fara mS ATS WSS as HotSaa & Shrew | HIT STAT 
gens fiw Gx ot die ne @ wat wea T fee 3S Gu ads ang SS Hs" aS 
a oven & feari we gat ang uddbat ot sera order S S A oad set 
“fen | FST WHATS et Gu few us sera ore farut S Fa a fas fea ar 
<fant | HoTSTHA BS MITUS fae ae Hahn S van fear fa Gu ate aS age sa ag 
Ad St SS | AS ustlant S oar aret Tet st fas & usn ese ot Hers gs fSar 
ust | wenet da GH Ss fas fea a ous Tet are S weet Sa S saS ST 
ads Ad afer, ug fiw & An aot Gu us at na S fas OS HT GH & aan 
J fapx"| seta asuetia S FHS et sus afan atst, us Gu efaor fern Ae SH 
SHS & AWHe Un ata fer at Gn was fas see ata | fears HoT 
Gn et we sun feat ua Gn & efor nae S us HHS Ss & feorar rolls SA 
aun fear fer oaret feu A: faves fh mevst]S © eat eset feuret aT, fer 
Set Hoa S A: fours fiw S ans ot Fees avy fear! 

QA S aoe HOSTH FS HBSS S SSS Hoes Wt S ST HOS VT HS FStfen| 
HOSA MUShat SShut Sat S FX 15 HG Ha 1807 &t: Fuss SB GH fir! 
ay feat feu dat nests & SS ude Teta | Ge ude @ HA S A: Safo fHu 
5 sea um Sfaor fa Ga Gn S Us & ore fa Gu mifsean Sfaor t nS aye 
2 Sey assess SS fe oF Test atat FT) Go ar uS musa wes arat Wansr 
ad AT Sartet Set fanrag T WS |! 

HHed ut esfo fiw Shot feo dist He a aus aa farmr mS afse Sar, “Ht 
as AetHe ot, He fues cao sun feo we mS A es HOTA AT Ga AHSS 
HW sae & faure ar” 

clean & Un Hoes denis fiu S es Ss must F <t sun foes’ Ss eS 
7700 gue @n S 35 eA oe) fen S aov]e HOTA AT So Sus ae, us GH | 
sea fan saret sas S adie dt Hoes St Bee fees ar far 
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Battle of Kasoor 


One day Maharaja Ranjit Singh was intimated by his-informer that Nawab Qutab Din 
of Kasoor and Nawab Muzafar Khan of Multan had been conniving to fight with him, 
under one banner. He also got another information that Nawab Qutab Din was teasing his 
Sikh subjects very brutally. Maharaja was annoyed to hear it, as he in his kingdom was not 
vexing anybody in the name of religion. He considered men of all religions equal. 

He atonce sent Faqir Aziz Din to Kasoor to investigate about the alleged conspiracy. 
But when Fagir Aziz Din reached Kasoor, Nawab Qutab Din disgraced him. Fagir Aziz 
Din returned back and informed the Maharaja about the actual situation. 

Maharaja Ranjit Singh was enraged to hear this and he ordered his Generals to invade 
Kasoor. 

When the army of Khalsa reached Kasoor, Nawab Qutab Din came out with crusaders 
and his army to face the forces of Maharaja. A fierce battle was fought. Nawab was defeated 
and he ran back with his army and entered the fort. 

Maharaja ordered his brave soldiers to explode the walls of the fort with gun powder. 
During the explosion the wall of western side fell down and Khalsa army atonce entered 
inside the fort. The crusaders tried their best to stop the Khalsa army, but Sikh soldiers 
overpowered them and captured the fort. Nawab Qutab Din tried to ran away, but he was 
caught alive. When he was brought before Maharaja, he beseeched again and again to 
pardon him. The benevolent Maharaja pardoned him and alloted him landed property of 
the Mamdot area for his livelihood. 

S. Nihal Singh was appointed as the governor of Kasoor. 

After that Maharaja made up his mind to bring to book Nawab Mazafar Khan of Multan. 
Maharaja took his new forces and marched towards Multan on 15th March 1807 A.D. 
After few days he reached near Multan. They camped outside the city. From there he sent 
§. Fateh Singh to meet Nawab. S. Fateh Singh met Nawab and said, “You have violated the 
agreement and has conspired against Maharaja alongwith Qutab Din of Kasoor. For these 
unpardonable offences pay the penalty or be ready for war.” 

Mazafar Khan was greatlv frightened to hear those words of Fateh Singh. 

He said, “I am very sorry, please pardon my earlier offences and whatever the penalty 
Maharaja fixes, I am ready to pay.” 

The benevolent Maharaja Ranjit Singh pardoned such a great offender and asked him 
to pay Rs. 7700 onlv as a penalty. He accepted the superiority of Maharaja without war. 
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HShut St HTT 


Gat vfeut fee ufears et oar actos ftw At Hosa gents ftw S fea 
wad feet fa oar Atfoe ftur ws Gret ret oom as feu Set west vars de 
foot At) sara feo at fa wet adet at fa war arfos fiw Gu & Use aon fur 
6 wa fase & Sei us oat feu aie Ha]e S fanre act at fen vars few gu = 
ay Ades TH SS I Te ws ay Tet Se ve ae! fea Sst Saet St Hav]ar 
Ue Td wetias uses nnet 3 ne fest a yew aseGe ot ake att St SS 
fost fea Ha arebut fa A HOT sents fiw fea Ua A ens age Ga Sat faust 
6 Hoe dear! Sx AH AS wed He fa HTS Gents fu st wa yas 
fsuerGe = AHda Ha | fen ay Set fea Fast S woes uA Sie fern, fan Ss 
Has & Aral ses AEST! 

HTeH S Gx Past ot Fast S yes Ata nS av FH BS S a fens 
udv ae | ufears & aH wfoe four S aS HSH S'S HUSH UT ASS ats | 
ufenrs & fea ufffa wo fee noes et Gora agertfer fern | 

as fea ofos t HSH S Sat fost § rus um goarfear ms Sat & fears 
He |HoeH & fer oruS ay Heard as HNSa Gua ener Her fest nT 
& fas, “ufears ot waetet oar wfos urn dt adait, us Gat & Use fear aan 
ffur 3 aet mH aa § 50,000 gue St Sana Alle fest ATS!” 

HoH ot fer net we a AS UAT Te TST orn aa F St Ve act feawa 
aot Ati oar wtfos fiw S et fen ene ot nevars ats S Gr Ss HSA nS GA 
Shut dat St asat Ae atet | AS Hoa fee Te Sar st owt Arfos fir S Sart 
$ aga ast warst ge ate feat gerst fee fea filse et su me fea 
atHst HSPut St Hs ST AT 

Hoa At Ae fea SS eons fea 86 TE HS St ufews eH Ss fed Hs 
Ca eas fea wet Gaver Sauda ono Use an fiw noes ot aet fea 
mT Hor ma afee Sar, “Hoes at! fea wer S Het ¢, HS feo ss fierdt 
saret 1” 

MI eH & AS aon fiw ot feo sia Het St Gai sds Wer aus ae fed aU 
& ded aon fiw ae feu u feat 3 afv]e Sa, “usa at! or oe, A fed WSs 
dt 3 st Sct Tet, 3H fea sys Suet I)” des aon ftw wer ove ae fesu 
& aos un dear | ees fea 8S ws coast Jers af TE SHH St soufeat 
‘3 ery ea as BS 1 us ater fos ftw & fen dis ot Su Ten Sa Siow mS 
Wer des @ ae fed au a noe & ae fer we Sar ug HoH & fag, 
“fey fan ae ema set 3 Ga at afeet Fi ws Use § feo wer aos Feet I” 
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Garland of Pearls 


In those days Raja Sahib Singh was ruler of the state of Patiala. Maharaja Ranjit Singh 
_ heard that a domestic dispute was going on between Raja Sahib Singh and his wife. His 
wife Rani Aas Kaur was persisting that his son Karan Singh should be coronated as the 

future Raja of the state. But Raja Sahib Singh was not ready to do so. Such a terrible 
situation developed that some Generals of army took side with Raja and others aligned 
themselves with Rani Aas Kaur. There was a danger that the conflict might not take shape 
of war. When some respected persons met the both sides to settle the dispute, they agreed 
that they would abide by the decision of Maharaja Ranjit Singh. They knew that Maharaja 
Ranjit Singh was competent to settle their family dispute. 

They sent one messenger, who met Maharaja Ranjit Singh at Lahore. He apprised the 
Maharaja about the new developments and requested him to visit Patiala. Maharaja agreed 
and taking with him some gallant soldiers and Sardars he left for Patiala. When he reached 
there, Raja Sahib Singh welcomed him with great pomp and show. He made adequate and 
comfortable arrangements for the accomodation of his army and Sardars. After staying 
there for some days, Maharaja studied the problem very minutely. Then he asked Raja 
Sahib Singh to call his noble men and courtiers in the Darbar on a fixed day. Rani Aas 
Kaur and his son were also invited. On the fixed day Maharaja presided the gathering of 
respected men invited fot that purpose. He sat on the royal throne and on his one side was 
sitting Raja Sahib Singh and on the other side Rani Aas Kaur and her son Karan Singh 
were occupying their seats. Then Maharaja announced his verdict. He said, “Raja Sahib 
Singh will remain as the ruler of the state but he has to pay Rs. 50,000 annually to Rani Aas 
Kaur and Karan Singh as privy purse.” 

Both parties accepted the verdict of the Maharaja happily. Noble men and courtiers 
also appreciated the wise decision of the Maharaja. 

When Maharaja asked to depart, then Raja Sahib Singh presented very precious gifts 
to Maharaja. In those precious gifts there was one garland of pearls, which looked very 
beautiful. 

When the Maharaja was sitting in the Darbar then Raja Sahib Singh put that garland 
in the neck of Maharaja. Seeing that garland, Karan Singh, son of Raja got up and sat in 
the lap of Maharaja and said, “Sir ! This garland is mine, it is very pretty, I like it very 
much.” Maharaja atonce put off the garland from his neck and putting it on the neck of 
Karan Singh said, “My son ! Take your beautiful garland , it is your and it suits and 
embellishes you only.” All the attendants and courtiers were astonished to see the 
graciousness of Maharaja Ranjit Singh. : 
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atdad ota 


HAG eT Ae FS aS die fan 6 afuad eS Guat & uss ade US, HTS AT 
denis furs Sus ST Hors Ati fed de Hoe Tenis fiw un fas mtr fen? 
fer fue =t fea Sur fefson T| Fe avaa 3 fienss & fis feor at Gx a> 
use wg § oar S aa aes Sas Shao ot we one 3 mrad S we fer 
ma Be Ws Ae atsat St fea fenset 5 Ga & fea da suet as Bunt Set fear! 

WG & Ae feo dte wus fust aad § ferrfenr st wag Su a aS UA 
Jfent 3 GA dts mHTG & © fest! fea tte He 1540 sa aves fes for| ug FE 
JHU S Ad AT Het 4 os fest S Gu sa a Stas VS" fapn mS Tat St S| at 
& fara) ua He 1555 fea we Gu ares @ wen sfen at Gu tte fea wea 
& mteti fed Ha 1739 sa feo ate Hares arena un faut! ug Be Ha 1739 fe 
ates Wo MAES S ufone a date vat a@ fest Sues “S aaa ater st 
fea dtet Gx um ver fapn| Gx AY sa fen dig & Get at Sat Atl us AS Steg 
ma & fer dtd 5 Sf at Sarat fea Gn & Yo fas fern ‘afaas’ sv] Tat 
a uss’ | Gn S anne fed de afuad = at as ufA Ofer | Sted Ar fen Ute 
& wants & faputi we He 1747 S aves AT Wefan fara ot feo tet nfo] 
AU “Mees! S aun feu or fapn| fed da fed aus S PeMT AW HAH UH 
mitfent | He 1812 fea aT HATH MS WERT AHS HTUS BS Bfexnt AHS THAT 
uaTd Bet Std & wel ud du fed "ea S edad A He's Ut SAT HAH S 
ae ag four na Gn S rus aa anne S edad ws" Sal AS aunts SH fesse 
Gn oe ga as wat & ufsers Sts ud ae fae HoT Gents Hur ds Gar et 
sofen ws ua et dar fesan ag fest Ao FAH ST SBT Sa Ser SGM A 
fea fea sate wetaeta ae saat atst fa 4 Oo Gre ust wa FAH S amit 
a ae fed esse fourGe st Gu Gat & afuaa dae ees! cate malas Ss 
fen ad HOH denis feu S Str i Haas B Sale St as uss ag Set ms 
annte S OHS age Sat fanrdpat we T aeput | GR AY aves UT SHte cats wt 
= annie S one ages a feo Ati w]e Gn Hoe S Ao fest Halt St Hove S 
wat unt GR St Hee agal USS AT Bet 

wat wat Gu dfeer Ss fhw ao AA S for aveGe fey wHaa T Te! Ga 
Gn S add & ore | us He Se" Gan SF Afoad Tia Hem famr st Ga ay os 
H2S ads Balti us Ha myS Hfows aS AadeNSt Sut At aga’ GUE | 
fen set Gat & Gn ote & Hes Set Bart 5 50,000 gue Ware St walle mS Sa 
Sy gue sav feos) Gx FS sone WU AA © fea cows feu Gu rat | uss 
dtd HH At SC Ja Saher S GaSe ata | HOH 5 US Ja Sau a Re 
Gn dtd  Shew at Gu des ata fap | avet vs Sa GA ois St Hat A aot AT) 
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Diamond Kohinoor 


The most precious diamond of the world Kohinoor (light of mountain) was the 
splendour of the show room of Maharaja Ranjit Singh. From where Maharaja Ranjit Singh 
brought this diamond? There isa long history behind it. When Babur conquered India, he 
sent his son Hamayon to capture Agra. Hamayon encircled the city and started looting the 
citizens. During the plundering and killing an old woman handed over that precious 
diamond to Hamayon to save her life. 

When Hamayon showed that diamond to Babur, he was very pleased to see it and gave 
it back to Hamayon as a gift. This diamond remained in India till 1540 A.D. But when 
Hamayon was defeated by Sher Shah Suri, he fled towards Iran and took that diamond 
with him. But in 1515 A.D. when Hamayon again became the emperor of India, he brought 
that diamond back to India. Then this diamond remained with Mughal Emperors till 
1739 A.D. When in 1739 A.D. Nadar Shah Abdali defeated Ahmad Shah Rangila and 
captured his treasury then he took that diamond with other precious things. Till that time 
that diamond remained nameless. But when Nadar Shah Abdali saw that diamond he was 
so astonished to see it that he atonce uttered, “Kohinoor" (Light of mountain), After that 
this diamond became famous in the world under the name of Kohinoor. Nadar Shah took 
this diamond to Khurasan. When in 1747 A.D. Nadar Shah was killed, then this diamond 
came under the possession of Ahmad Shah Abdali. After that King Shah Sujah of Kabul 
became its owner. In 1812 A.D. Shah Sujah and King Zaman and their families came to 
Lahore for refuse. But on their way the governor of Attak Jahandad Khan arrested Shah 
Sujah and sent him to Kashmir where his brother Alla Beg was governor of that territory. 
Shah Sujah’s brother and other family reached Lahore and Maharaja Ranjit Singh welcomed 
them and made adequate arrangement for their stay, One day the wife of Shah Sujah 
requested Fagir Aziz Din that if they would help to release his husband from imprisonment 
of governor of Kashmir, then she would hand over to them the Kohinoor diamond. Faqir 
Aziz Din told about this to Maharaja Ranjit Singh. Maharaja approved the proposal of 
Faqir Aziz Din and made preparations to attack Kashmir. In the mean time the Prime 
Minister of Kabul was also making arrangements to attack Kashmir. When he requested 
Maharaja for help. Maharaja approved it happily. 

In that crucial battle, Maharaja forces freed Shah Sujah and brought him to Lahore. 
When Wafa Begam, the wife of Shah Sujah was asked to give them Kohinoor according to 
the promise, she made lame excuses. But Maharaja did not force his guest. He paid three 
Lakh in cash and worth 50,000 the landed property as the price of Kohinoor diamond and 
became the owner of that unique diamond of the world. 
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Hess a fs 


Hee denis fiw fee feu fres at fa Gu wre enn]e $ fos & Gx § ae 
ase sdt ase AS! Gre wurst Har SS SS Gn F fer GF S st wen ger 
fee AS 

Wess J Ha S Gu ufust = ee fis va Aa GS St Wan HHes UT Ss aa 
feer At, us fea ae AY sone Hep Ser de ag feer At HS mrat T ATS AT 
dine ee Fe Gs fer »rat T faer stures S fea Sat GH S A Gn Ss FoS Se 
He Setfent| Sat S 25000 Fefent St saved ga ded usa ftw, Ages set 
fiu sae ms dar fiw Heeet ot ants Je Aoedt 1818 et: § sat 

sera & St ust Sar Sar AT Ss Go ust famrsut at Sar AT AaTS S at 
aS Gn 20,000 arat feds ats ce na ftwt S afos sa udefent at ater act 
ae ae fest fiur oe ds Sane ase du fest ere sus i ae, us seas tS 
net gn SS 3 wr a fefsona fas fea Sa ane fur } fer fas S HS ass 
He ad fes, fas ot cee Sua Ut afam atst aet, us eae Se Bt Afar! 

we naret ear fhur S fea ust Sar fa Hears o fas na sat T fear st Ga 
mast eS SS aA Hess ude fern feat > Aten at Fait ot Su fags sc 

ay AY sone dt eeea St Srarst au fes us U farn™| us sera S se at fer 
ura & St oS Shut Sd aves a fea us He Have fea Je Su et dsr 
safen at Go fia Sdbut S a a Sar mS ATShat Fsbo fSar uehyt | GH AH 
maret sar fiu S sat seat east S fea ens 3 S & fas SF tes Sus T fer! 
ya-Tat ssret wg T areti Te ftw <t Gx us Tot nies wus Je ae | mrarst 
sor fiu S ftar sera S Beaten 3 vty © da fea Gu & fre oa a du fear 
sey & un Usd St ys Te) He arent & feu ust Sar fa Ara Yat neg are Ta 
ot Gc fas wet aga FH Te | Hess Ut eats feu fiurt 4 ays us Ves ys 
vet | Seva S wars feu ast Sag at! fen wat saret few 12000 SF Su HASH 
Hd we S ae oes S Su ftw adte Fe! aet Asse At St Te fast fes set 
fr Sept S marvel sor fur Ss at frode Aa! seta & fea Usa AIS es BE 
ae | feat & at AeSaH UT, FeSars met ut mS Hie Sar ut Aa feat feat } 
Std fee HOSA S AWHe Un atest fern"! fears HuTeTH 4 feat S aet war 
ve of at feat = fasaa ema yasud @ feara feu fea Yat worts feat = ar 
ar fest feu waite re SF feat & ant & aad fea Ti 
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Conquest of Multan 


It was a unique attribute of Ranjit Singh that he never killed his humbled enemies. 
Instead of punishing them, he was re-appointing them as ruler of the conquered state. 

He had conquered the province of Multan twice. But after obtaining the penalty and 
war expenditure, he was again assigning him the governor of the province. 

But Muzafar Khan was a very cunning man. After some time he again revolted against 
Maharaja and refused to pay the required revenue. 

When for the third time he became a rebel and stiff necked, Maharaja Ranjit Singh 
made up his mind to annex the province of Multan with his state. He sent 25,000 gallant 
soldiers under the command of Prince Kharak Singh, Sardar Hari Singh Nalwa and Dhana 
Singh Malwaee for the conquest of Multan. Nawab had already got information about it 
and had made full preparation to repulse the attack. He gathered 20,000 crusaders to fight 
for their holy religion. When Khalsa army reached near the city, they fitted their big guns 
and started firing. The bombs were so powerful that the outer wall was slashed at two 
places. But Nawab closed that gaps with sand bags. The battle continued for many days. 
One day the Khalsa forces attacked with great might and the crusaders were forced to snub 
their selves in the historical fort. The Sikh officers then diverted their attack towards the 
gates. But gates were so strong, that they were unable to damage it. 

When Akali Phoola Singh heard that fort of Multan had become invincible, he rushed 
towards Multan with his Akali forces. Reaching there he fitted the gun of Bhangis infront 
of the gate and opened fire. 

After some time the wall near the gate slashed, but Nawab again covered the gaps with 
sand bags. When they fired an other bomb, it hit sand bags and all the bags fell on the 
ground. Akali Phoola Singh rushed with such a speed that he entered inside the fort with 
his brave soldiers. There they fought man to man. Other generals and their forces also 
entered inside the fort. Akali Phoola Singh challenged the Nawab and with in no time cut 
him into two pieces. Five sons of Nawab were also killed. When crusaders found that 
Nawab and his sons had been killed, they fled away in panic. The conquest of Multan 
rewarded the Sikhs with great wealth. More than twelve thousand Muslim-and four 
thousand Sikhs were killed in this battle. ; 

Akali Phoola Singh and Hari Singh Nalwa were badly hurt. Three sons of Nawab were 
arrested alive. They were presented before Maharaja at Lahore. The benevolent Maharaja 
instead of pronouncing any punishment, alloted them a big landed property for their 
sustenance near Shahpur. This landed property is still in the possession of their inheritors. 
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lunted of sata 


flured $ fie ao esenr far Ate at, fen wot ot ve sa fie SS HS de 
a Iain denis fiu few seen $ wet Set de agar ade Aa! feR Set 
furred Ss IHS Shut faurdbat we T Tebut | nova S fea ardt FH Set 1s 
Mee SS PTH us nea ude a ufsst fea eer Aa EHS dat aus SHS FSP 
oat seen fara i us nea urd & fear S ustat ws ustet § ufsst ot ust Sar 
var Ht fa Hoa sents fHur »ruet ga S a » fea oT! fen oet fea Sat 
forest fes Gu Gu Te 'S ce aU He ms fant S pte ag fest Fe HTT 
gents fiu $ fer e ust Sar at Gu avs au fee »rfenr at Gar fea Sat a 
novel ser ful Ss Ages Hius a feu vt ants do mea J ura gH | 

fen da & udvfent at use fear 'S cea u nei us fiw at ge vs An fes 
HS, Gat ustet ot fea a dee fest fan sgt eradt US Se Se AST ATG, 
fen sgt Gu ustet & ac ae a Hee Sat Ga wuS mu SF YS WS AHS AS 
& wat J FX uss AS WS Saret SHS HAE ad fee AS! 

ae Cat Ss arue my & gat shirt Shon St ane et ree Yat ust ag fear 
marvel sor fHurS Gar = cat uubut 6 ea fant os Sat SF HGH S ATUHS UF 
ata’ | ae Cat aus sas BE st HIGH S Gat S gs fea 

mae fea Ae Gu anfod S GS ot Har ude at Gar 6 us Sar fa wis 
gor fitur & fed ust Sar at Gu »ruer ne S a fea esa J ufssr dt saat 
ae ust Sar at Guat F FHS F TT Sot At Sse" | SSS ST at Gu FA GSi ug 
fit & Gar ar fife atat mS HT HT SH UT fees 

USTE US WOH SH S Sat ae ae HS fa mage fea fan yas St Baet FS 
adie ot ffwt ot furred *S aaa To fer furvres @ Wen ars HOHE Ut ufser 
dt ufos es ao ga formr ati nfos & Uda Hes aA HoGH 4 GS SF eHatat S 
gon vetfent | ay fea anne SAS HHS WeaHNet S wTuS Stes gat 50,000 
gue, 50 ag aTeet He, fea Ft WS yoeH oT AS fes gor Sn 8H! GH 3S fea 
feat =t sat fan fes fetter wt, “Wet Fast c fa A Hears SS HS funred ct 
JaHS sunt ATS St fHat gan ory ean Ut suet wT, 1 Ga ug TS ears ot 
ner fee an feo aoter| F St wren NS ds wows ee frm|d H Sart at 
ue sata” fears noon § Gas ye Ut fer gost Ha Bet ws GA g 
funted eT sledad Hade ad fear mtu Gu ards Sun Te | 

(45) 
Sri Satguru Jagjit Singh Ji eLibrary NamdhariElibrary@gmail.com 


Conquest of Peshawar 


Peshawar is known as gateway of India as all invaders came to India through this way. 
Maharaja Ranjit Singh wanted to close this gate for ever. So he made preparations to conquer 
Peshawar. Maharaja led a large army and marched towards Attak. When he reached Attak 
he despatched some troops in advance in order to examine the situation. But the Pathans 
were already aware about the attack of Maharaja. When they found a small number of 
troops marching towards them they encircled them and killed all the seldiers. Maharaja 
Ranjit Singh was enraged to hear this. He sent a large army under the command of Akali 
Phoola Singh and S. Mehtab Singh. This army attacked the Pathans with such a mighty 
force that Pathans were forced to retreat. But the Khalsa army pursued and killed major 
part of the forces of the Pathans. They tried their best to ran away but Akali Phoola Singh 
and his army was always at their heels, 

When the Pathans found that their end was near, they raised the white flag of peace. 
Akali Phoola arrested the leaders of the Pathans and presented them before Maharaja. 
When they supplicated earnestly, Maharaja released them. 

Next day when they crossed Naushehra, they were informed that countless crusaders 
had been assembled at Chamkani in order to face the army of Maharaja Ranjit Singh. 
When Akali Phoola Singh heard about this, he took his forces and marched at night and 
reached Chamkani in the early hours of morning. He blockaded and surrounded the 
crusaders while they were still sleeping. When the crusaders found the Sikhs standing on 
their heads, they were so frightened that they ran away. They did not dare to fight. But the 
Sikhs followed them and taught them an unforgettable lesson. 

Pathans were so intimidated and terrorized that Sikhs captured Peshawar without any 
resistance. The ruler of Peshawar Yar Mohammad Khan had already left the city. 

Maharaja made suitable arrangements for the administration of the city and pacified 
the residents. 

After few days Nawab Dosat Mohammad Khan Barkzai presented Rs. 50,000 and one 
hundred horses to Maharaja through his minister. He also sent one letter in which he 
wrote, “I request humbly that if His highness Maharaja Ranjit Singh appoints him the 
administrator of Peshawar, he would pay the taxes according to the demand of the Maharaja. 
Whatever orders I would receive from the Lahore Darbar, must be complied with as a 
humble servant. 

Maharaja accepted the request of Dost Mohammad Khan and reappointed him as 
Governor of Peshawar. He himself returned back to Lahore. 
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ante et eatg 


ae Ara Hadet fearar fafsor fern, st amfte er fesrar at mar sfentr 
favs’ TS se use © aun fes Ati noe S Ve ante & fase ot feSs 
gee fas & watat we"Se wus HGH & fea Sat GH Seti HIGH SB EHS 
ants Je od fer ws Sta Tat et ants Gat omy Hare wet 

eHigae udd & dAe feadat atst aet we feo = fesan ats farm fa 
eHiewe J Ine S uAAl aS Hal Se Hes Ba Ue few AS 

ufget JHS' Gat rHet S ata ud THE US WAH 4 Ae SS SS WHT USS 
Zhomr at @u 3H Set a Fa farnt| ua Gu ST sat TIMES Se" a" HOTS aT AT St eT 
feg ae dT fern | Ox S oa SHS St HS St uM atSt i Hoa GA Gs sus une 
Je 3 Ons THe & Wan S&F fear) fee we wen ee fal efor st fea Ate 
ada Savet Shut fanrdhut ag four TF S Ga atfont enfant few edus acer ag 
Aza foo dS On aet ofow anfant fea edus ace a He St fea ae sifa Sar 
eT Suet HAAS T ATS Us WS fed Ada gaveet J at ANE AT Gu AT ava 
mS dat See 3s fas 3 SS ude Te des user ftw 3 fut S fas Spat Sterst 
Jo Adal Ue a Hee aa a Ma aS aet fai wee eee ws fag SA at fea 
ust 3 dnt S nies a a wer ae fear wan 6 vied wg or oae UTfenr fa 
ay ay 2 feg ot Sat S Ss Sar ae Hagens Wt SHe at Sar At fa fiw Gas 
a a ded usa fiw un S are | fen sgt fas S wen & aaa J fern 

fes ut fea ve a nae feast HT fedobut depat) fea AT a wea fret far 
aad ut Un d's wearat nH BS A Hed Wet A Ho’ Dd! des usa fHu s ay 
eHbut & ave feora ot naeue aes fis sfror, fer ware fea Sat a feuse = 
aa & cSt ufo S Sct S OMe ag feo SA 3 TS ST Hts eq fear, us 
USTST SH ous Usa & Hafent fee ndftens sat aot Gat et ws we sans 
dfeor | Ae Sher fa Tepat a aet ust] sot u fer at fHur S niet Su az 
yusTet § AT etfonr| uoTS BS ware fa fru Ho dent Gu 6 dt eA TE GT 
Gad des wee Ga dt ss ae! few save few ustet & ages Gans dew s 
ward ut went T a& SH fara) sone fea ust Sar fa Gu wearfanss ude farwt 
Ati we HOS dente fiw & fen fas St ves udeet get st Gu wus uA Te 
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Conquest of Kashmir 


When the Sikhs conquered the all border areas, then only Kashmir remained under 
the control of Pathans. Maharaja planned to conquer the Kashmir. To make the victory 
certain, Maharaja took a large army. He divided the army into three divisions. 5, Sham 
Singh Atariwala, Zafar Jang and Dewan Chand took command of the first division, Kanwar 
Kharak Singh and Akali Phoola Singh led the second division and Maharaja himself took 
command of the third division. 

Reaching Wazirabad the ration was amassed and suitable arrangements were made to 
supply the ration to the fighting forces. 

First they invaded Rajauri, but when the ruler of Rajauri saw large forces of Sikhs, he 
ran away secretly. But his brother Rahim-ulla Khan offered his services to Maharaja. He 
also agreed to guide them in the dense forests. Maharaja was very pleased at his conduct 
and appointed him the ruler of Rajauri. 

When the Khalsa forces advanced further then an informer told them that ruler of 
Punchh Zabardast Khan had been amassing his forces in a fort and he had also been 
cutting the trees to block the passage of the Khalsa forces. But Khalsa forces did not care 
about such obstacles. They cleared all the hurdles and reached near the fort. Kanwar Kharak 
singh asked his soldiers to explode the walls of the fort. After the explosions the walls fell 
and the Khalsa forces entered inside the fort. They fought so bravely that heaps of dead 
bodies were lying on all sides. Zabardast Khan tried to run away, but was arrested and 
presented before Kanwar Kharak Singh. Thus Khalsa captured the fort. 

Then forces marched further and assembled at Sarai Dahi. There royal informer told 
them that Jabar Khan had done a very hard entrenchment and had deployed five thousand 
Pathans to oppose the Khalsa forces. Kanwar Kharak Singh sent some troops to survey 
the area. Next day according to information he attacked from two sides. Khalsa forces 
showered bullets with great might, but Afgani forces were sitting safe in their trenches 
made of stones. They remained unhurt. When Khalsa forces found that their was no effect 
of the bullets, they advanced with great speed and encircled the Pathans in their trenches. 
The Pathans were so intimidated that they ran away. They left a large quantity of 
ammunition behind. The Pathans suffered a heavy loss and wounded Jabar Khan slipped 
toa Safe place. Later on it became known that he had reached Afganistan. Maharaja Ranjit 
Singh was pleased to hear the news of victory. He was so delighted that to thank God he 
reached Amritsar. He offered a large sum of money for the maintenance of Harimandir 
Sahib. Later on he appointed Dewan Moti Ram as Governor of Kashmir. 
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Fierce Battle of Naushehra 


Mohammad Aziz Khan Barkzai, the king of Afganistan was very grieved to find that 
the Sikhs had occupied Peshawar. He wanted to bring Peshawar under his control by any 
means. Keeping this point in view, he took a big army and marched towards Peshawar in 
1823 A.D. 

As Maharaja had a very generous nature, after conquering Peshawar, he had again 
appointed Mohammad Yar Khan as Governor of Peshawar. When Mohammad Yar Khan 
received the news that his brother Mohammad Aziz Khan had marched towards Peshawar, 
he fled towards hill areas. 

ammad Aziz Khan took possession of Peshawar without any resistance. 

After few days he inflamed the Muslims to wage a holy war agains! the Sikhs. He 
instructed the Maulvis and Quazis to excite the Muslims on the name of holy war. 

In a few days thousands of crusaders gathered to fight a holy war in order to save their 
religion. Mohammad Aziz Khan asked them to gather in the open fields of Naushehra. He 
also made arrangements for their food, After few days the number of crusaders increased 
to twenty five thousand. Mohammad Aziz Khan was very encouraged to find a very positive 
response from the crusaders. He sent his nephew Zaman Khan to invade the fort of Jahangir. 
The remaining crusaders were asked to sit in trenches to stop the forces of Maharaja Ranjit 
Singh. When Maharaja heard about this development he took a large army and reached 
the bank of the river Attak. There they found that Aziz Khan had destroyed the boat- 
bridge. But who could stop Maharaja Ranjit Singh ? He struck his horse with his heel and 
the horse jumped into river. His army followed him. When crusaders perceived that 
Maharaja Ranjit Singh was leading the forces himself; they got frightened. They fled towards 
the fields of Naushehra. 

Next day Maharaja divided his army into two divisions and attacked the crusaders 
from two sides. A fierce battle was fought. It was first battle for the crusaders. So they were 
unable to face trained Sikh soldiers. They were trying their best to flee, but the Khalsa 
army had encircled them from all sides. More than ten thousand crusaders were killed in 
that battle. Those who survived, fled away. When Aziz Khan heard that the crusaders had 
left the field, he lost the hope of capturing Peshawar and returned back to Afganistan. In 
this fierce battle Akali Phoola Singh was martyred. Maharaja took possession of Peshawar 
and made suitable arrangements for its welfare. After few days Mohammad Yar Khan 
presented himself before Maharaja. He donated many valuable gifts to Maharaja and 
accepted his superiority. The gracious Maharaja again pardoned him and appointed him 
Governor of Peshawar. Maharaja returned back to Lahore on 27th April, 1823 A.D. 
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Annexation of Peshawar into Sikh Kingdom 


Maharaja Ranjit Singh had conquered Peshawar twice, but due to his generous nature, 
he had appointed the same ruler as Governor of Peshawar. But these rulers were not 
remaining loyal to him for a long. They were disobeying his orders and even used to refuse 
to pay the taxes, At last Maharaja Ranjit Singh made up his mind to annex Peshawar into 
Sikh Kingdom. To conquer Peshawar he sent S. Hari Singh Nalwa and Kanwar Nau Nihal 
Singh with a big force. 

But when Barkajai rulers heard about the invasion of Maharaja, they closed the doors 
of Peshawar. They gathered a large number of cfusaders on the name of religion and planned 
to face the Sikh forces outside the city. Haji Khan and Mohammad Khan led the crusaders 
and marched towards the Sikh forces. They fought very bravely but were caught and 
crusaders fled away. But when S. Hari Singh Nalwa and Kanwar Nau Nihal reached 
Peshawar they found all gates closed. Kanwar Nau Nihal Singh ordered gunners to explode 
the walls. The walls and doors fell and the Sikh forces entered the city. After some resistance, 
the Barkjais left the city. The Khalsa forces took possession of the city on May 6, 1834 A.D. 

Maharaja Ranjit Singh also.reached Peshawar. There he learnt that Dost Mohammad 
Khan was making preparations to capture Peshawar again. But when he heard about the 
arrival of Maharaja Ranjit Singh; he lost his courage and abandoned his idea of conquering 
Peshawar again. But he sent his one representative to meet Maharaja. The agent said, 
“Dost Mohammad Khan has sent me to tell you that he did not want to fight again, instead 
he has asked to demarcate the boundries. So send your representatives to decide about it.” 

Maharaja Ranjit Singh agreed and sent Fagir Azizdin and Mr Harlan to meet Dost 
Mohammad Khan. But when thev met him, he arrested them and took them to Jalalabad. 
He sent a message to Maharaja that if he wanted to get them released then he should vacate 
Peshawar atonce. 

Maharaja was enraged to hear it and he planned to attack Jalalabad. 

One day Faqir Aziz Din said to Dost Mohammad Khan, “We are not worried about 
our arrest, but I think that thousands of innocent persons would be destroyed due to your 
this blunder mistake. Therefore vou should release us so that we may trv to cool the temper 
of Maharaja. Dost Mohammad Khan realized his mistake and sent Faqir Aziz Din and his 
associate with great honour and respect. Reaching Peshawar Faqir Aziz Din persuaded 
Maharaja and the danger of war was averted. Maharaja appointed §. Hari Singh Nalwa as 
Governor of Peshawar and asked him to construct new forts near the boundrv. 
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Conquest of Jamraud 


Hari Singh Nalwa conquered the small mud fortress of Jamraud and constructed there 
a strong and solid big fort. He named that fort as Fatehgarh. The Pathans were aggrieved 
to see such a fort. They perceived that next target of the Maharaja Ranjit Singh would be 
Jalalabad. Dost Mohammad Khan thought that before Khalsa forces invade his territory, 
he himself should attack the fort of Jamraud. He sent the Afgani forces and a large number 
of crusaders under the command of his son Mohammad Afzal Khan to capture Jamraud 
fort. 


The Afgan army reached Jamraud and it encircled the fort of Fatehgarh from all sides. 
At that time there was a very small force inside the fort. But they fought very bravely 
under the command of Maha Singh. They kept the Afgan army at length. The Afganis 
were firing gun shots, but the fort was too strong to be penetrated by gun shots. After two 
days asmall portion of a wall of fort got damaged. But Afgans did not dare to enter inside 
the fort. Maha Singh repaired that breach at night and sent a message to Hari Singh Nalwa 
at Peshawar. 

When S$. Hari Singh Nalwa heard about it, he took his brave soldiers and reached 
Jamraud before dawn. He attacked the encircling forces with such a might that the Afgan 
army was so terrified and intimidated that they fled towards safe places. Sikh forces chased 
them and cut the crusaders and Afgani soldiers in such a way as if they were reaping the 
harvest. When Afgans were on the run, they met the cavalry forces of Shamasdin Khan. 
He encouraged them and asked them to return back to face the Sikh forces. The Afgans 
returned back and a fierce battle again activated, During this scuffle, Hari Singh Nalwa 
was seriously wounded. He was taken inside the fort, but he succumbed to his injuries. 

When Maharaja Ranjit Singh heard about the martyrdom of Hari Singh Nalwa he was 
very anguished. He asked his army commanders to march tov'ards Jamraud with a large 
army. His order was complied with at once. He himself reached Peshawar. When Afgans 
heard about arrival of the forces of Maharaja, they fled towards Kabul. Mahafaja himself 
surveyed the critical areas and installed army posts at crucial junctions. 

He increased the number of forces to guard the fort. He also supplied new guns and 
rifles to the soldiers. All the breaches of the fort’s wall were repaired suitably. Fifteen big 
guns which the Khalsa forces had snatched from the Afgans, were also got repaired and 
placed inside the fort. S. Hari Singh Nalwa was cremated inside the fort and a tomb was 
constructed there in his memory. 
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The Last Fourney 


Maharaja Ranjit Singh was afflicted by an uncurable disease. All the royal doctors and 
physicians tried their best but they failed to improve the health of Maharaja. He himself 
realized that he could not survive for long. But he did not lost heart till end. He always 
remained cheerful. Gradually his health declined and he became a bed patient. Even it 
became difficult for him to sit on a chair, But mentally he was very alert and sensible. He 
always kept liaison with his officers and sardars. One day he decided to address his 
ministers, sardars and officers. He ordered to make arrangements for an open royal court 
in the garden. All courtiers and important persons were invited. On the fixed date all 
sardars attended the royal court. Maharaja Ranjit Singh reached there in a golden 
palanquin. The palanquin was placed on the raised platform near his throne. Maharaja 
remained inside it, but the veils were taken off. All the Sardars stood up to greet,him. One 
hundred and one gun shots were fired as salutation. After some time a dead silence 
prevailed all around. Then Maharaja addressing the courtiers said, “My dear Khalsa! For 
the establishment of the Khalsa kingdom; what efforts and pains you have taken that 
have not gone in vain. The glory and grandeur of the Khalsa kingdom, which we have 
been seeing now, is all due to your hard work. I have always depended upon Satguru and 
upon you. In this mortal world all have to go one day. My turn has also come. Now | hand 
over you to Maharaja Kharak Singh. He is man of very good nature. He will always care 
about your welfare.” Hearing these words of Maharaja all the sardars became sad and 
sober. Then Maharaja asked Kanwar Kharak Singh to sit on the throne which was kept 
near his palanquin. When Kanwar Kharak Singh sat on the throne, all the attendants 
greeted him with a loud ovation. After that the courtiers and sardars presented gifts to 
Maharaja Kharak Singh. Then Maharaja Ranjit Singh awarded robes of honour to his 


courtiers according to their ranks. 


After the coronation ceremony of Maharaja Kharak Singh, the health of Maharaja 
Ranjit Singh further deteriorated. The people were praying for the health of Maharaja in 
Gurdwaras, Temples and Mosques. The royal treasurers were distributing money and 
food to the poor. 

At last on June 27, 1839 A.D. Maharaja Ranjit Singh completing his last journey leit 
this mortal world. Next day his body was cremated. Peopie from far and near had reached 
there to pay homage to their beloved king. All were shedding tears as if their very near 
relative had died. 
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Graciousness of Maharaja 


The Maharaja was very generous and kind hearted. It was a fact that the Muslim 
rulers were never sparing their opponents: The least punishment, they awarded to their 
enemies, was death. But Maharaja never killed his enemy. He won many Muslim states, 
but when the ruler apologized, he again appointed him the Governor of his state. He 
conquered Peshawar, but when Barkzais confessed their defiance and assured him to be 
loyal to him in future, he again made him the administrator of Peshawar. During the 
reign of Maharaja Ranjit Singh the killings and sentence of death were rare. Nawab 
Qutabdin of Kasur had transgressed a great offence and his crime was unpardonable. But 
Maharaja not only pardoned him but also offered him a big piece of land for his 
livelihood. Maharaja’s domestic life was also very peaceful. He was never enraged at 
trifles. Even at some occasions the offenders were rewarded. 

One day Maharaja was going outside the city with his courtiers. On their way some 
children were plucking bers from a ber-tree. As the Ber tree bears thorns, therefore they 
were not climbing the tree, but Instead were throwing stones towards the fruits inorder 
to make them fall on the earth. When Maharaja’s horse reached near the ber-tree, one 
stone hit the horse of the Maharaja. The horse startled and Maharaja tightened the reins 
in order to keep the horse in command. When the soldiers saw this act of the children, 
they caught and thrashed them. But Maharaja atonce intervened and asked his soldiers 
not to beat the boys. Then he dismounted from his horse and asked the children, “Were 
you throwing the stones.” “Yes Sir”, one boy answered, “Why were you stoning me?” 
“No Sir, we were not throwing stones towards you. We were throwing the stones towards 
the ber-tree” the children replied. 

“What do you get by stoning the ber tree?” Maharaja asked politely. 

“When we throw stones towards ber tree we get sweet bers.” 


Maharaja was very pleased to hear this answer of the children. He atonce summoned 
his treasurer and said, “By stoning the ber tree these boys get sweet bers, but by stoning 
me what they have received ?” They should also get some valuable reward by stoning a 
king. Therefore give each child ten golden Mohars.” 

The treasurer called all the children and gave each one ten golden Mohars. 

All the courtiers and attendants were confounded to hear such a decision of Maharaja 
Ranjit Singh. 
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Love for the Common Folk 


Maharaja had great affection for his subject. We can not cite any example from the 
kings of India, who had so much love for the common folk. Whenever he was seeing his 
subject in distress, he hepled them promptly. Once the long drought was followed by months 
of famine. There was extreme scarcity of food in the country. Maharaja ordered his store 
keeper to distribute grains to the poor. He asked them to give one maund of grain to every 
householder. 

In one house one old man and his grandson were living. When they heard about this, 
they took their one bed sheet and went toward the store. Though the old man was very 
weak, but he also tied one maund of grain in his bed sheet. But when he asked one man to 
help him in lifting the bundle, he could not lift the bundle even one inch from the ground. 
In a very helpless condition he sat on the ground. Neither he wanted to leave the grains 
nor he could carry it to his house. 

At that time Maharaja Ranjit Singh had come to visit the store. He had disguised 
himself in such a way that nobody could recognise him. He saw the miserable condition of 
the old man. He met the old man and said, “Father if it is difficult for you to carry the 
bundle at home, let me help you. I will carry it to your house. Please guide me to your 
house.” Hearing this old man felt very happy and showered a rain of blessings on Maharaja. 
In the mean while Maharaja lifted his load and placing it on his head followed the old man 
and his grandson. While old man was walking he was saying in loud voice, “God may bless 
you with long life and good health. In this dark Kalyug still live such godly men like you. 
I am very pleased to see it that still there is no dearth of good men.” 

Reaching the house of the old man, Maharaja placed his load in the room of the old 
man and himself returned back. When he came out of his house, two constables recognized 
Maharaja Ranjit Singh. They dismounted from their horses and stood aside with great 
respect. But they did not show that they had recognised the king. Then they called the old 
man and said, “Who was this man who has left your house?” 

“I have not seen him earlier, he seems to be a saintly man, who has helped me in 
bringing one maund of grains to my house.” 

“© oldman he was Maharaja Ranjit Singh.” 

“What !” The old man was so bewildered that he glared ruthlessly towards the 


constables. 
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Touchstone 


Maharaja Ranjit Singh was.a very generous donar. Instead of punishing the defaulter 
he was gifting them landed property and money. Due to his benevolency the people called 
him Touchstone (Paaras). 

One day an old woman of Lahore heard that Maharaja was passing through her bazar 
that day. Some one had told her that Maharaja was touchstone. Iron turns into gold by the 
touch of Maharaja. The old woman was very poor and very few things were in her home. 
She had one earthen pitcher for keeping water, one earthen pitcher for keeping floor and 
one round iron plate to bake breads. The old woman had firm belief that iron touched 
with touchstone (Maharaja) converts into Gold. She made up her mind that she must 
touch her iron plate with Maharaja when he would pass through the bazar that day. She 
imagined, “When my plate converts into gold, I will sell it and after getting thousands of 
rupees as its value, would lead a very comfortable life.” 

Thinking this she wrapped the black iron plate in acloth and proceeded towards bazar* 
and reaching there she stood at the very junction of the bazar through which Maharaja had 
to pass. When the time of Maharaja's arrival approached, the people stood in bazar making 
lines so that they might have glimpse of Maharaja. The common folk believed that sight of 
Maharaja brings treasures of wealth in one's house. When the horse of Maharaja approached 
near, the old woman ran with black iron plate in her hand. She shouted, “Maharaja Ji stop, 
Maharaja Ji stop for a while.” 

When Maharaja saw an old woman running towards him he stopped his horse and 
said, “Tell mother, what do you want to say?” The old woman did not utter any word but 
instead approaching near Maharaja began to rub her black iron plate with the feet of 
Maharaja. But when the attendants of Maharaja saw such an act of old woman, they atonce 
pushed her back. Maharaja asked his attendants to release the old woman. Then Maharaja 
said, “Mother |! What have you done? Why have you rubbed the black iron plate with my 
feet?” The old woman bowed before the Maharaja and said, “All the people say that Maharaja 
is Paaras (touchstone) if iron touches him, it becomes gold. | am very poor woman. There 
is no one to help me in this old age, that ts I wanted to convert my iron plate into gold so 
that I could lead happy old life.” 

Maharaja was very pleased to hear these words of the old woman and laughed loudly. 
He atonce called his treasurer and asked him to give the woman the gold equal to the 
weight of the iron plate. The treasurer took a scale and gave the old woman gold equa! to 
the weight of iron plate. The old woman felt very happy getting so much gold. The people 
were amazed to see this act of Maharaja. 
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SHOT AS | 





(72) 
Sri Satguru Jagjit Singh Ji eLibrary NamdhariElibrary@gmail.com 


we 2 
ee. & 


* A '} = a 
( i. * 
, AL we Wy ’ ri r r mu faa A tl 


| 
: 


Ismail.com 


=e : 





A Unique Portrait 


Maharaja was a very religious person and he had a great devotion for the Gurus. What 
he had done for the Sikh religion, is beyond description. He got constructed all the 
important historical Gurdwaras. He had such attachment for the Gurus that whenever he 
was offered some precious gifts from other rulers; he always presented that gift before 
Guru Granth Sahib at Harimandar Sahib, Amritsar. 


Once a canopy which was made of dark red velvet embroidered in gold and embeded 
with precious pearls and diamonds, was gifted to Maharaja by the Nawab of Hyderabad 
as a token of mutual appreciation and friendship. The canopy was spread over for the 
reception of Maharaja. When Maharaja saw the splendour of the canopy he atonce 
presented it to Harimandir Sahib. 


There is another example which confirms the great love of the Maharaja for the 
Gurus. 

It is said once a famous foreign painter visited Lahore. He was so famous that Rajaas 
and Nawabs were inviting him to make their portraits. But when that artist told Maharaja 
Ranjit Singh that he wanted to make his portrait, Maharaja declined bluntly. The artist 
met the influential courtiers of Maharaja and requested them. to appease Maharaja for 
drawing up his portrait. But Maharaja paid no heed towards their advice. 


At last he agreed but he put up a. condition. He said, “I am ready for the portrait, but 
it should be drawn in such a way that on my throne a picture of Guru Nanak must be 
placed and I should be bowing before the picture in such a way that my head touching the 
feet of the Guru.” But the artist said, “Sir, in such a posture, I would not be able to show 
your face and portrait will remain incomplete.” Maharaja ordered, “First make this 
portrait and after that make another one. Make the second portrait in such a posture that 
picture of Guru Nanak Dev Ji must be placed on my throne and | should be standing 
before it with folded hands in a gesture of praying. The artist accepted the suggestions of 
the Maharaja and made his two large sized portraits. 


Maharaja kept these two portraits in his Dewan Hall where he used to meet the 
visitors. One English traveller Mr. Bar writes in his travelogue, “When in 1839 A.D. I 
visited the palace of Maharaja I saw those two portraits decorated in his visitor’s room. 
These portraits were marvellous and spectacular models of paintings.” 
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Maharaja Kharak Singh 


Maharaja Kharak Singh was born in 1802 A.D. He was eldest son of Maharaja Ranjit 
Singh and Maharani Raj Kaur. Maharaja was so pleased to hear the news of the birth of his 
son, that he distributed countless wealth to the poor. All the soldiers of Lahore were given 
one golden necklace. Maharaja ordered treasurer Karm Singh to please the poor. The 
Akhand Paath of Guru Granth was recited continuously for forty days. After the ending 
ceremony of uninterrupted reciting of Guru Granth Sahib, Bhai Ram Singh performed 
the rites of giving name to the child. The first word of Mukhvaak came ‘Kh’, so child was 
named Kharak Singh with the approval of the parents and congregation. 

Maharaja appointed highly qualified teachers for his study. Suitable arrangements were 
made for training of weapons. He grew up to be very brave and fearless warrior like his 
father. He led the Khalsa Army during the battles of Kashmir and Peshawar. In Kashmir 
Jabaar Khan fought very bravely but he could not face Kharak Singh. In that battle the 
Afgans were annihilated. Sardar Jabaar Khan was wounded and he fled towards Afganistan. 
Maharaja Kharak Singh entered the city of Srinagar in 23rd Haar Samvat 1876 B.K. (1819 
A.D.) with great pomp and show. 

After conquering Kashmir when Kharak Singh reached Lahore; a long procession of 
elephants marched around the city. Maharaja Kharak Singh was married to Rani Chand 
Kaur daughter of Sardar Jaimal Singh Ghanaihya of Fatehgarh in 1812 A.D. Maharaja 
Ranjit Singh appointed him his successor during his life time. When Maharaja Ranjit 
Singh passed away on 27th June 1839 A.D. Maharaja Kharak Singh enthroned. Though 
Maharaja Kharak Singh was very wise and brave, he lacked qualities of a good administrator, 
due to which he had to suffer later on. Dogra Minister Dhian Singh had no regard for him. 
After the death of Maharaja Ranjit Singh, he was always planning to make his son as 
_ Maharaja of Khalsa kingdom. Instead of helping Maharaja Kharak Singh, he was always 
thinking of demeaning and abasing his character. Maharaja had a great faith on Chet Singh 
Bajwa. When Dhian Singh found the influence of Chet Singh Bajwa was increasing 
gradually, he killed Chet Singh and made it known every where that Chet Singh Bajwa had 
links with the English Govt., so due to that Maharaja had killed him. 

Then he plotted another rumour that Maharaja Kharak Singh wanted to hand over his 
kingdom to English Government. He also instigated Kanwar Nau Nihal Singh and made 
him enemy of his father. Dhian Singh-had many faithful servants. Through them he 
poisoned Maharaja Kharak Singh. Due that the health of Maharaja deteriorated day by 
day and he died on 5th November, 1840, when he was merely of thirty eight years old. 
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Maharaja Sher Singh 


Maharaja Sher Singh was born on 4th December, 1807 A.D. Maharani Mehtab Kaur 
daughter of Maharani Sada Kaur gave birth to him. He got his education in the famous 
school of Mian Waddaa. He learnt efficiently Gurmukhi and Persian with in few years. In 
his childhood he worked very hard and made his body very athletic and elastic; due to 
which he proved to be a brave fighter in the battle field. During the war he could ride a 
horse even for hundred miles. Many times it became very difficult for his companions to 
follow him. He was so brave that he always invaded the enemy keeping himself ahead of 
his army. He set an example in history, when he crushed and defeated the Pathans of 
Khatkaan in 1823 A.D. He challenged and killed Sayyad Ahmed Shah Brelwi in the battle 
of Balakot. When Dogra Dhian Singh killed Maharaja Kharak Singh and Kanwar Nau 
Nihal Singh deceitfully, then real successor was Kanwar Sher Singh. Maharani Chand 
Kaur, wife of Maharaja Kharak Singh, took state administration under her command for a 
brief period, but the army generals planned that Kanwar Sher Singh should be made the 
Maharaja of Punjab. At that time Kanwar Sher Singh was at Batala. Army Generals met 
him there and persuaded him to lead the nation. Kanwar Sher Singh marched towards the 
fort of Lahore and with the help of Khalsa army captured the fort. He was declared as 
Maharaja of Punjab on 27th January, 1841 A.D. During the coronation ceremony, Giani 
Gurmukh Singh recited the Ardaas and S. Bikram Singh guided him towards the royal 
throne amidst great ovation and cheers. Baba Sahib Singh Bedi applied the saffron tilak 
on the forehead of Maharaja Sher Singh. 

After assuming kingship, Maharaja Sher Singh minted coins on his name and 
conquering Tibet and China again, annexed it to Khalsa kingdom. But when the English 
Government perceived about the bravery of Sher Singh they got frightened. As Ajit Singh 
Sandhawalia and Lehna Singh Sandhawalia were against Maharaja Sher Singh, they left 
Lahore and reached the English territory. The English officials instigated them that if 
they kill Maharaja Sher Singh, they would be rewarded with the kingdom of Punjab. The 
English officials sent their agent to meet Maharaja Sher Singh. The agent persuaded 
Maharaja to pardon Sandhawalias. Maharaja agreed and Sandhawalia brothers reached 
Lahore. With in months, they achieved very important places in Khalsa kingdom. Then 
they started to find the suitable opportunity to kill Maharaja. They also included Dogra 
Dhian Singh in their conspiracy, One day Dogra Dhian Singh requested Maharaja to inspect 
the new raised regiment of Sandhawalia Sardars. When Maharaja reached their for 
inspection, then Ajit Singh Sandhawalia while presenting one rifle to Maharaja, fired and 
killed the Maharaja in cold blood. 
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Kanwar Nau Nihal Singh 


Kanwar Nau Nihal Singh was born on 11]th February, 1820 A.D. Maharaja Kharak 
Singh and Maharani Chand Kaur were his father and mother. When he grew up, Bhai Sant 
Singh was deputed to impart him religious education. For political and military training, 
S. Lehna Singh Majithia, S. Hari Singh Nalwa and General Vantura were appointed to 
give him the proper training. The prince was very active and intelligent and was learning 
the training very comfortably. He became a good horse rider and archer with in few years. 
He was himself taking part in the daily parades and was modernizing the technique of 
marching processes. He proved to be a very brave and active general in his very early age. 
When the ruler of Peshawar Sultan Mohammad Khan rebelled and refused to pay the 
revenue, then Maharaja Ranjit Singh decided to attack Peshawar. Prince Nau Nihal Singh 
was appointed commander of the army of 40,000 on 5th April, 1834 A.D. Next day he 
marched towards Peshawar. The ruler of Peshawar was also making appropriate preparations 
to repulse the attack of Maharaja. But Prince Nau Nihal Singh led the Khalsa army so 
tactically, that it entered the city without any resistance. But inside the city a fierce battle 
was fought and prince Nau Nihal Singh won the battle. 

The prince was married.to daughter of $. Sham Singh Attariwala on 23rd Phagan 
Samvat 1893 (March 1837). After the death of Maharaja Ranjit Singh, Maharaja Kharak 
Singh inherited the throne of his father. He appointed Dogra Dhian Singh as his prime 
minister. Dhian Singh Dogra was a very ambitious man. He cooperated Maharaja Kharak 
Singh for a brief period and then turned to be his enemy. He planned that after killing all 
the kings and heir apparents, he would make his own son as Maharaja of Punjab. He aired 
a false news that Maharaja Kharak Singh wanted to hand over Khalsa kingdom to the 
English Government. This’news he also told to Prince Nau Nihal Singh and instigated 
him against his father. Prince Nau Nihal Singh became enemy of his father. During that 
period he killed one faithful friend of Maharaja Kharak Singh. After that he got poisoned 
Kharak Singh through his faithful servants. Due to poisoning Maharaja Kharak Singh 
died Sth November, 1840 A.D. Maharaja Kharak Singh was cremated on that day. 
Performing all last rites when the members of the royal familv left that place then Mian 
Udham Singh told Prince Nau Nihal Singh about his coronation ceremony, Prince went 
towards the fort on foot and when he reached near the Deorhi. the arch of the Deorhi fell 
on Prince Nau Nihal Singh. Dhian Singh Dogra atonce ordered his men to bring a palanquin 
and placing injured Prince in it. took it towards the fort and killed him there. So the 
prince who was eagerly awaiting the coronation ceremony fell in the palanquin of death. A 
brave general received such an end. 
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Maharaja Dalip Singh 


Maharaja Dalip Singh was born in September 1837 A.D. His mother Maharani Jind 
Kaur was the daughter of an officer in charge of royal kennels. She was married to Maharaja 
Ranjit Singh in 1835 A.D. 

Annihilating the Sandhiawala Sardars Raja Hira Singh Dogra increased his influence 
in Khalsa Army. With the approval of influential Sardars he decided Prince Dalip Singh 
to be proclaimed as Maharaja. Ranjit Singh had great love for Maharani Jind Kaur and 
Prince Dalip Singh. All the Sardars were very happy to make prince Dalip Singh as Maharaja 
of Punjab. 

On 18th September, 1843 A.D. a Royal Darbar was held infront of fort of Lahore. 
Maharaja Dalip Singh was coronated in this Darbar. Raja Hira Singh himself became the 
prime minister. But later on Hira Singh became enemy of Maharaja Dalip Singh and with 
the help of Pandit Jalla planned to kill Maharani Jind Kaur and Maharaja Dalip Singh; 
and to enthrone Kanwar Shivdev Singh son of Maharaja Sher Singh, so that his supermacy 
might not diminish. But the heads of Khalsa army got the secret information and they 
killed Raja Hira Singh and Pandit Jalla and installed S. Jawahar Singh Aulakh brother of 
Maharani Jind Kaur as the new prime minister. But S. Jawahar Singh also could not live 
longer and was killed by his opponents. 

After the death of S. Jawahar Singh, when Maharani Jind Kaur found that none was 
ready to become the prime minister, she herself became the advisor of her son and with the 
help of his officials ran the administration. But hard times of Sikh Kingdom were not over 
yet. In those days two Brahmins of U.P baptised Sikhism and enrolled in the Sikh army. 
Due to their conceitedness they rose to the rank of generals very soon. These two Brahmins 
named Misar Tej Singh and Misar Laal Singh wanted to keep the Sikh army under their 
paw, but Khalsa army was not ready to accept their subordination, These two Misars met 
the English authorities and hatched a conspiracy. The English officials assured them that 
they would be rewarded according to their contribution. Then these Misars began to 
instigate the Sikh Sardars against the English and excited them to such an extent that Sikh 
army invaded Mudki city, but were defeated due to cunningness of these two generals. 
Gradually the English captured the Panjab and Maharaja Dalip Singh was pensioned and 
Dr. Login was appointed his governor. Maharani Jind Kaur was banished. Dr. Login 
persuaded Maharaja Dalip Singh to go to England. Maharaja agreed and had his education 
in England. But when he attained maturity and became adult, he asked to restore his 
kingdom but they did not care about it, as they had alread gota written deed from him in 
their favour. Maharaja died on 23rd October, 1883 A.D. in a Hote! in Paris. 
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General Hari Singh Nalwa 


5. Hari Singh Nalwa was born in 1791 A.D. at Gujraanwals. His father $. Gurdial 
Singh Uppal was Kumedan in the army of Maharaja Ranjit Singh. 

At the age of sixteen, Hari Singh became expert in the art of swordmanship, archery 
and horse riding. Maharaja Ranjit Singh used to hold athletic competitions during the 
Dusehra and Basant festivals and he himself was distributing the prizes. Once Hari Singh 
also took part in these competitions. He showed such feats of warfare that Maharaja Ranjit 
Singh was dazzled to see it. He called Hari Singh in his Darbar and presented him a precious 
golden necklace. When Maharaja heard that he was the son of Kumedan Gurdial Singh, he 
was very pleased and decided to keep Hari Singh with him. 

Whenever Maharaja was going on hunting expedition, he used to take Hari Singh 
with him. One day when Maharaja was playing the game of hunting, then in deep jungles 
a lion suddenly attacked Hari Singh. The attack was so fast that Hari Singh was unable to 
unsheath his sword. But he did not fear and held the lion in his hands and throwing him 
away, unsheathed his sword and cut the lion in two pieces. On that day one painter was 
also in their squad. Maharaja was so pleased to see that act of bravery of Hari Singh, that he 
asked the painter to make a portrait of that scene. There is a story that Raja ‘Nal’ killed a 
lion in such a way as Hari Singh killed. So remembering that story Maharaja said, “You are 
my Nalwa Sardar.” Since that day word “Nalwa’ became a part of the name of Hari Singh. 

On that day Maharaja held the Darbar and appreciating Hari Singh, appointed him as 
commander of the Sher-Dil regiment. When Hari Singh Nalwa was sent to conquer the 
fort of Attak, then Hari Singh Nalwa led his Sher-Dii regiment and conquered the fort 
with in few days. In the conquest of Kashmir, Hari Singh Nalwa played a great role. After 
the victory of Kashmir, Maharaja Ranjit Singh appointed Hari Singh Nalwa as Governor 
of Kashmir, as a token of his services. 

In the battle of Jamraud, when Mahan Singh was encircled by the troops of Afgans, he 
asked Nalwa for help. On getting the information he reached there and invaded the Afgan 
forces from behind. When Afgan forces found that Hari Singh Nalwa had reached there, 
they were so frightened that they fled away awfully. When Hari Singh Nalwa, chasing the 
Afgans, reached near ‘Darra Khatbar’, some hidden Pathans fired at him. He was badly 
injured and returned back in the fort. Due to those wounds he died in that fort. When 
Maharaja Ranjit Singh heard the news of the martyrdom of Sardar Nalwa, he also reached 
there. In that fort a tomb was constructed in his memory by the Maharaja. On that tomb 
the date of his martyrdom is written as 30th April, 1837 A.D. 
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General Sham Singh Attariwala 


S. Sham Singh was born in the house of S. Nihal Singh in 1786 A.D. Though his father 
was very rich but he was fearless, brave, guileless and sincere. Sham Singh learnt his primary 
education from his father. As he was very expert in weapon training so his father decided 
to enroll him in the army of Maharaja Ranjit Singh. Maharaja appointed him commander 
of a regiment. While as a commander he took part in many battles. He was so brave and 
tactful that Maharaja was very impressed to see his warfare. He rose to the rank of general 
very soon. Maharaja had a great regard and love for him. 

After the conquest of Peshawar, Maharaja Ranjit Singh proposed him to marry his 
daughter to his grandson Prince Nau Nihal Singh. Sham Singh agreed and his daughter 
Miss Nanaki was betrothed to Kanwar Nau Nihal Singh. Next year he married his daughter 
with great splendour and prowess. When Maharaja Ranjit Singh passed away then Maharaja 
Kharak Singh sat on the throne, but became the victim of conspiracies of Dogras. In due 
course Maharaja Kharak Singh and Kanwar Nau Nihal Singh were killed. Sham Singh 
had to bear these two big blows. When Hira Singh Dogra seated Maharaja Dalip Singh on 
the throne, then a ray of hope shone that Maharani Jind Kaur might tie the broken threads 
and stable government would be established, but intrigues of Dogras and Misras annihilated 
the Sikh kingdom. Misar Tej Singh and Misar Lal Singh were agents of the English 
government and they instigated the Sikh leaders to fight against the English government. 
Maharani Jind Kaur and Sham Singh Attariwala were against the war, but when the Sikhs 
due to conceitedness of Misars, suffered defeats in the battles, Maharani Jind Kaur sent for 
General Sham Singh Attariwala. At that time though Sham Singh Attariwala was an old 
man, but he atonce complied the message of the Maharani and reached the battle-field. 
There when he inspected the deployment of the Khalsa forces he was astonished to see 
that Misar Tej Singh and Misar Lal Singh had made such an entrenchment that there were 
no chances of victory. First he hesitated to take the command of Khalsa forces under such 
deplorable conditions but when he realized that Khalsa kingdom was in danger, he vowed 
to do any type of sacrifice that his country demanded from him. Next day Sham Singh got 
up early in the morning. He took bath and wore his white dress and mounting his white 
mare, drove to encourage the Sikhs. Sham Singh led the army and they attacked the enemy 
in such a way that English forces were fleeing like flies. But after some time they heard 
that forces led by Tej Singh and Lal Singh had retreated. When Sham Singh heard about it 
then he vowed he would not move an inch behind. He encouraged his companions and 
they-marched forward and entered the 50th field regiment. They thrashed the enemy forces 
like cats and dogs. But while he was marching forward he was hit by five bullets and fell 
from his mare. Though he laid down his life, but he kept his vow. 
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Akali Phoola Singh 


Akali Phoola Singh was born in 1818 B.K. (1751 A.D.). His father S. Ishar Singh was 
an officer in the Misil of Nishanchian. When Ahmad Shah Abdali invaded India for the 
sixth time then all the Sikh Misils opposed him persistently. In that battle father of Akali 
Phoola Singh was severely wounded. When all the hopes of his recovery elapsed then he 
handed him over to head of the Misil, Jathedar Narain Singh. Akali Phoola Singh was very 
promising and intelligent in his childhood. He learnt Punjabi from Jathedar Narain Singh 
and became expert in it in his early age. He learnt by heart the Nit-Nem when he was mere 
ten years old. At the age of fifteen years he became expert in the arts of horse-riding, 
swordsmanship, archery and warfare. In those days the Sikhs had to face the arduous 
expeditions constantly and perpetually, so Phoola Singh was forced to take part in these 
battles in his early age. Due to his bravery and honesty he was appointed as the head of his 
Misil. After assuming the headship, he left Anandpur Sahib and shifted to Amritsar and 
cleaned the holy tank through manual service. He also got repaired the Gurdwaras and 
reinstated the old tradition. Due to his holy character, high ideals and love for Sikhism, he 
was appointed as Jathedar of Sri Akaal Takhat Sahib. 

In the conquest of Peshawar, Akali’s contribution was above all. When the Afgan forces 
came out of their trenches, Akali Phoola Singh used such tactics that the army of Afgans 
was totally annihilated. In the victory of Kashmir, Akali Phoola Singh showed rare feats of 
bravery. When Akali Phoola Singh returned back to Amritsar after the conquest of Kashmir, 
there was great zeal, enthusiasm and rejoicing in the city. When in Peshawar the situation 
of law and order was in a very confused state, then Maharaja determined to conquer Peshawar 
again. When Akali Phoola Singh heard about this then he also reached there with his 
Akali army. In the battlefield Akali Phoola Singh was leading his Akali army riding on an 
elephant. His army was marching forward crushing the enemy forces. At one junction, 
when Akali Phoola Singh asked his elephant keeper to turn the elephant to another side, 
then an Afgan who was hidden behind a rock, fired gun shots towards Akali Phoola Singh. 
Three buliets hit him and he was seriously wounded. One bullet hit the elephant driver 
and he fell on the ground. Akali Phoola Singh was dismounted from the elephant and in a 
palanquin, was shifted to a safe place. Though the condition of Akali Phoola Singh was 
deteriorating but still he was in high spirits. He asked his army to proceed forward. When 
Maharaja rushed to see him, he bade Maharaja his last salute and left this world. 

Maharaja cremated him according to the royal tradition and also built there a tomb in 


his memory. 
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